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Memoir oF Mr. Ropert WESTLEY. 


Mr. Robert WESTLEY, the eld- 
est son of William and Mary 
Westley, was born Dec. 27, 1742, 
at Hatfield Heath, in the county of 
Essex. At that time his parents 
attended at the Independent meet- 
ing-house. On their removal to 
Bishop Stortford, his father be- 
came a member of the Independent 
church at that place. 

The design of this brief account 
is not so much to detail the secular 
events and circumstances of our 
friend’s history, as to record those 
things which relate to his spiritual 
interests, the means through which, 
by divine grace, he was conducted 
into the way of peace. It may, 
however, be briefly stated, that 
Mr. Robert Westley twice entered 
into the matrimonial relation. Of 
the particulars of the first connec- 
tion, we are not in possession. His 
second marriage was with Mrs. 
Wm. Thompson, Sept. 27, 1787, 
a widow, whose husband had been 
a deacon of the Baptist church at 
Lynn, under the pastoral care of 
the Rey. Mr. Richards. He sur- 
vived both his partners, and had 
no children by either. 

The subject of this memoir re- 
ceived a religious education, and 
like Timothy, knew the Scriptures 
from his youth. Having been taught 
the importance, and trained to the 
religious observance, of the Lord’s 
day, he constantly attended divine 
worship among Protestant Dissent- 
ers; but, although the morning of 
his days seems to have been pre- 
served from youthfal immoralities, 
it does not appear that he was 
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|seriously impressed with divine 
things, or earnestly concerned for 
the salvation of his soul, until he 
was about twenty years of age. 
He then resided in London, and 
was in the habit of attending the 
means of grace under the ministry 
of the Rev. Mr. Porter, who preach- 
ed one part of the Lord’s day at 
the meeting-house in Miles’s-lane, 


for about ten years. The church 
and congregation afterwards erect- 
ed the meeting-house in Camomile- 
street, which was opened in the 
year 1766. 

Our friend was first awakened 
to an experimental knowledge of 
the truth under a sermon by Mr. 
Porter, on the death of Christ, from 
2 Cor. v.14, 15. ‘‘ If one died for 
all, then were all dead: and that 
he died for all, that they which 
live should not henceforth live unto 


themselves, but unto him which died 
for them, and rose again.” At the 
close of the sermon, he, with others, 
attended to witness the adminis- 
tration of the Lord’s supper, when 
Mr. Porter addressed the specta- 
tors, explained the nature and de- 
sign of that divine ordinance, en- 
forced the obligations of Christians 
to a devotional observance of it, 
and so forcibly and affectionately 
‘appealed to all who were present, 
that our friend felt his appeal to be 
irresistible. The impression sunk 
deep into his heart: he seemed 
never to have lost. the savour of it. 
He experienced the most humbling 
sense of his guilt, wretchedness, 
and ruin, as a sinful, condemned 
creature before God, and saw that 


he must inevitably perish, unless he 
ee 
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obtained mercy through the, perfect | to the church, and in due course he 


righteousness and atoning sacrifice 
,of the Lord Jesus Christ. He was 
fully convinced, that he could nei- 
ther be safe nor happy without an 
entire change of heartand life; and 
therefore solemnly resolved that he 
would not henceforth live to him- 
‘self, but unto him who died for 
sinners. Retaining and acting upon 
the impression he had received 
when his conscience was awakened 
under the sermon and address of 
Mr. Porter, he now more diligently 
read the Scriptures, attended the 
means of grace, earnestly sought, 
in prayer, pardon and acceptance 
with God. In this holy course he 
persevered for some time, and ex- 
‘perienced great encouragement and 
‘hope. He was gradually led into 
a clearer knowledge of divine truth, 

was increasingly convinced of the 
evil of sin, the depravity of his 
‘nature, and the method of salva- 
tion revealed in the Gospel. 

About this time, Mr. W. was 
so intent on his own salvation, and 
concerned for the spiritual benefit 
of those with whom he was con- 
nected, that he embraced every 
opportunity to be useful. Living 
with professors of religion, who 
neglected the duty of family 
prayer, he could not remain sa- 
tisfied till he had convinced them 
of the sin and danger of this neg- 
lect. The master of the house ac- 
knowledged his fault, and wished 
to commence the duty ; but, never 
having been in the practice of ‘this 
exercise, could not be prevailed on 
to begin it himself, but entreated 
our friend to conduct it for them, 
which he did for some. time; and 
it was afterwards continued by dif- 
ferent members of the household. 
About this period, the ‘subject of 
this memoir had several interviews 
with Mr. Porter, with a view to 
Christian fellowship.. Mv. P. being 
satisfied of his piety, proposed him 


was admitted a member, on his 
written experience being approved, 
and the testimony of the pastor in 
his favour. 

Mr. W. continued in communion 
with this people about ten years, 
when Mr. P. resigned his pastoral 
charge. This occasioned our friend 
to attend the ministry of the Gos- 
pel elsewhere: he occasionally 
heard Dr. Gill, at Carter-lane, and 
afterwards his successor, Mr. (now 
Dr.) Rippon; with whose youthful 
liveliness and animation, Mr. W. 
used to say he was then much 
impressed. 

He began now seriously to con- 
sider the subject of Christian bap- 
tism, on which he read several 
treatises, and diligently examined 
the New Testament. This con- 
vinced him, that the only scriptural 
mode of believers’ baptism is by 
immersion, on a credible profession 
of faith. 

Having deliberately considered 
this subject, and sought divine 
direction, he was convinced of his 
duty, and resolved to follow the 
dictates of his conscience, although 
he knew that, if he avowed himself 
a Baptist, his former acquaintances, 
who were Independents, would be 
likely to forsake him. This, some 
of them did; though. others conti- 
nued to shew him respect and 
kindness. When his father, who 
was a member of an Independent 
church, was informed of his son’s 
change of sentiments, and determi- 
nation, he said, ‘‘ I think Robert is 
right.” After consideration and 
prayer, our friend resolved to unite 
himself to the. Baptist church in 
Carter-lane; and with this view he 
had several conversations with Mr. 
Rippon, whose ministry he had for 
some time attended. At the close 
of the year 1773, he was proposed 
by the pastor as a member, and at 
a meeting of the church, he verbally 
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declared what God had done for 
his soul. To the questions asked 
him by the venerable Mr. Lepard, 
then one of the deacons, respect- 
ing his faith and practice, being 
familiar with his Bible, he readily 
answered in the words of Scrip- 
ture. The churchagreed toreceive 
him to communion, and he was one 
of the first four or five persons 
whom Mr. Rippon baptized, soon 
after his ordination. From that 
time to the day of his death, (about 
fifty-five years,) our friend conti- 
nued a consistent, and honourable 
member of the church, and about 
the year 1793, was chosen to the 
deacon’s office, which he sustained 
with fidelity and diligence. 

_ During his lengthened profes- 
sion, he constantly filled up his 
place at all the meetings of the 
church, and was scarcely ever 
known to be absent, either on 
Lord’s day, or the Monday evening 
weekly prayer meeting, till within 
a few years of his death, when, by 
increased age and infirmities, he 
was unable to attend. He sur- 
vived his first and second wife, 
and not having any family, was left 
rather solitary in the closing period 
of his days, though this solitude 
was relieved by frequent interviews, 
and kind attentions of relatives and 
friends. 

Mr. W. generally enjoyed a se- 
yene state of mind, characterized 
by equanimity of feeling. Much 
of his leisure time through life, had 
been employed in reading and re- 
flection; he had acquired a consi- 
derable knowledge of men and 
things, both in the world and the 
church. His doctrinal] views were 
strictly Calvinistic, and in discipline 
he closely adhered to primitive 
principles. He seldom advocated 
what are considered modern im- 
provements, and apprehended the 
liberty of sentiment and practice 
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which some professors of religion 
plead for, verged to latitudinarian- 
ism. He strenuously protested 
against ecclesiastical or priestly 
power, in all its forms; especially 
when it appeared in the spirit or 
conduct of protestant dissenting 
ministers. Mr. Westley was a 
man of inflexible integrity : he 
would never disguise his  senti- 
ments, nor compromise a principle 
of conscience; but would, with 
firmness, invariably avow his opi- 
nion, sometimes with an asperity 
of temper, which his fticids 'la- 
mented as his imperfection. 
Though he was in principle and 
practice a strict Baptist, Mr. W. 
cordially united in affection with 
all who love the Lord Jesus Christ, 
athong the various derominations 
of good men, In prayer, he mani- 
fested an experimental knowledge 
of the human heart, atid of the 
doctrines of divine revelation. He 
enjoyed holy complacency in con+ 
templating the sovereign and eter- 
nal purposes of God to his people. 
He always spoke with sacred sa- 


|vour of the harmony of the divine 


perfections and character, as illus- 
trated in the economy of salvation. 
He delighted to dwell on the ever- 
lasting love of the Father, the per- 
fect righteousness and atoning sa- 
crifice of the Son, and the sovereign, 
efficacious influences of the Holy 
Spirit. In conversing with him, 
not Jong before his death, on the 
foundation of his hope and confit 
dence, he told the writer there were 
three things, which for matiy years 
had proved an unfailing source of 
holy support and comfort to him, 
and these continued to ke the solace 
of his soul:—First, an wnshaken 
belief of the truth of divine revela- 
tion ; Secondly, a firm reliance on 
the perfection of the mediation of 
Christ, and the omnipotent influ- 
ence of the Holy Spirit; Thirdly, 
OO QU 
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an assurance of the immutability 
and faithfulness of God’s love and 
promises to his people. 

Our friend did not express any 
fearful apprehensions of the con- 
sequences of death, but he had 
some timidity respecting the act 
of dying; and wished he might 
not be left without a friend near 
him, when he should be called to 
die. When the time of his depar- 
ture drew near, he was observed 
to be rapidly sinking into the vale 
of death, but said he was in no 
particular pain. Being reminded 
by a relative, of the divine doc- 
trines and promises which had been 
his support and comfort through 
life, he immediately raised his wi- 
thered hands, and clasping them 
together, said, ‘‘ Yes, the same 
divine doctrines and truths are 
every thing to me now; and then 
falteringly added, ‘I cannot con- 
verse with you much, for I am 
quite worn out.” 

A few hours after this, a decided 
change in him was observed, and 
feeling himself worse, he desired to 
go to bed. Walking across the 
room to a chair, his eyes became 
dim, and before he could be placed 
on the bed, he calmly expired, on 
Monday, Jan. 18, 1830, at his 
apartments in Long-lane, having 
entered the 88th year of his age. 

He was interred in the vault 
adjoining the meeting-house, Col- 
lyer’s-rents, Southwark, Jan. 26; 
on which occasion Dr. Rippon, his 
pastor, delivered a short address, 
and, with affectionate feeling, 
closed in prayer. 

Mr. Westley was not opulent, 
but, according to his means, he 
was ever ready to contribute his 
pecuniary assistance to the cause 
of his Redeemer; nor did he for- 
get its claims upon him in the act 
that anticipated the close of his 
personal contributions. He be- 
queathed the following legacies :— 
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to Dr. Rippon, his pastor, 201.; to 
poor men, members of the church, 
201.3; to Rev. T. Griffin, 101.; to 
the Baptist Missionary Society, 
50/.; to the Baptist Fund, 50/.; 
to Stepney Academy, 20/.; with 
several other minor legacies. 
Hackney. G. B. 


An Essay on THE WRITINGS OF DR. 
Dwienr. 


(Concluded from p.138. ) 
The Divine Decrees. 


THE doctrine of Divine Decrees is 
another of those profound subjects 
which have occupied the worthy 
Professor’s attention, and which he 
has treated with his usual fidelity 
and circumspection. To pursue 
into detail his views of this doc- 
trine, in comparison with those of 
other American writers, would ex- 
tend the present Essay wider than 
is compatible with its prescribed 
limits. ‘If I mistake not,” he 
observes, ‘‘both its friends and 
enemies have perplexed it not a 
little, by the manner in which they 
have represented the doctrine, and 
each other’s opinions.” The learn- 
ed President then proceeds to point 
out, in several particulars, the view 
which some divines have entertain- 
ed on this subject, and to qualify 
his own. 

I. In the first place, he objects 
to whatever implies the idea of 
succession in the Divine Mind. 

«‘Tt has been frequently said, that the 
decrees of God are the consequence of his 
knowledge, and that his foreknowledge is in 
consequence of his decrees: and it is asked, 
How is it possible that God should foreknow 
the existence of any thing until he has decreed 
that it should exist? This phraseology, if 
applied to men, or other finite beings, might 
be correct ; but when applied to God, it is 
necessarily erroneous. Whatever is intend- 
ed by knowledge, foreknowledge, or decrees, 
allis simultaneous, or absolutely co-exist- 
ent.” 

Il. The distinction between the 
general and thempecial decrees of 
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God, Dr. D. conceives to be an 
unmeaning distinction, and of dan- 
gerous tendency. 


«The decrees of God are often said to 
be general and special ; the special decrees 
being those which respect the acceptance or 
rejection of mankind; and the general de- 
crees, those which respect other things. 
This language is also in my view erroneous, 
and leads those who adopt it into mischievous 
consequences. There is no metaphysical or 
real distinction in the nature of the several 
decrees of God ; nor are they distinguishable 
from each other, except either numerically, 
or by means of the objects which they re- 
spect. Nor is there any more specialty per- 
taining to one of them than to another. God 
wills, cr chooses the existence, conversion, 
or salvation of a man, the fall of a sparrow, 
or the descent of rain, with a volition in 
every sense metaphysically, or in its own 
nature, the same. The strict truth is, that 
one indivisible act, perhaps it might he as 
properly called state, of the divine mind, 
gave birth to the existence of all things.” 


Ili. Dr. D. believes, ‘‘ that in 
the nature and operations of things 
there is inherent a foundation for 
preference or choice ;” hence he 
objects to those views of the so- 
vereignty of the divine decrees 
which refer them to his will, inde- 
pendently of his wisdom—“ which 
represent God as willing because 
he wills, which means nothing ;” 
or ‘as choosing, or decreeing, 
without any reason, and to no end.” 
Such a notion of the decrees of 
God, he considers to be amenable 
to the charge which has sometimes 
been urged— 


« Of introducing into the Christian sys- 
tem the stoical doctrine of fate, and making 
an iron-handed necessity, or blind destiny, 
the ultimate and irresistible disposer of all 
things. It is observable (he adds) that 
the Scriptures’ rarely speak of this subject 
ander the name decree. This word, and 
others derived from it, are used in the Old 
Testament twelve times with a reference to 
God. In each of these instances, a purticu- 
lar determination or sentence concerning a 
particular thing is spoken of ; and in no in- 
stance, that general determination, or system 
of determinations, usually denoted by this 
term in theological discussions. Inthe New 
Testament, the word, as referring to God, 
is not used at all, Whenever the subject 
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of this doctrine is mentioned in the Scrip- 
tures, the words counsel, purpose, choice, 
pleasure, will, or some other equivalent words 
are employed to express it. These words 
are, in my view, more adapted, in the exact 
metaphysical sense, to the subject, than the 
word decrees ; and naturally lead the mind 
to more just conceptions of its nature. In 
accordance with this fact, I shall express 
my own views of it in this manner. What 
is commonly intended by the decrees of God 
as, that choice, or pleasure of the divine mind, 
eternally and unchangeably inherent in it, by 
which all things are brought inte being.” 


The human mind is ever prone 
to extremes. Eager to escape the 
embarrassments felt to be attendant 
on one system of belief, men often 
take refuge in another, as remote 
from the truth, and encompassed 
with equal difficulties. The con- 
tingence of moral actions, is con- 
sidered by some to be essential to 
the liberty of responsible agents ; 
and divines of this class,—in their 
strenuous endeavours to. guard 
the free agency of man, and their 
extreme jealousy of whatever may 
endanger or weaken the hold of 
moral truth upon the conscience,— 
have relinquished the doctrines of 
the decrees and foreknowledge of 
God; or have held them in so par- 
tial and qualified a sense, as to 
leave nothing in those doctrines 
worth retaining. ‘‘The voluntary 
actions of mankind,” says Dr, 
Gregory, ‘‘ are foreknown as mere 
contingencies ;” and Dr. D. in- 
forms us, that “he is declared, by 
a writer of respectability, to have 
merited the thanks of the learned 
world for this diseovery.” There 
are other writers, on the contrary, 
holding the absolute certainty of 
;the knowledge of God, and the 
eternity and sovereignty of his 
decrees, who have carried out their 
system to an extent, and adopted 
a mode of expressing themselves 
on these subjects, not more conso- 
nant with the simple statements of 
revelation, and certainly not less 
mischievous and demoralizing in 
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their direct influence npon human 
conduct, Errors, the most pal- 
pable and pernicious, sometimes 
fean upon truths the most. obvious 
and important. The entire depend- 
ence of every being upon God, and 
of every intelligent being, for the 
possession of his faculties, and the 
power to exercise them, has in- 
duced some, not only to give up 
the free agency of man, but. to 
merge all distinct and individual 
agency into that of the infinite and 
eternal mind; thus making God 
the only agent in the universe, and 
of necessity, the great agent and 
author of al! moral evil. That a 
portion of the American divinity 
has, tended .in this direction, we 
have on the authority of the pre- 
sent respectable writer, whose can- 
did manner of stating the fact will 
bea sufliciont security for its cor- 
reetness. 


“« That God, by an immediate agency of his 
own, creates the sinful volitions of mankind, 
is a doctrine not warranted, in my view, 
either by reason or, revelation. There are, 
t know, amany respectable men in modern 
times, and particularly in our own country, 
as there have been at other times and in 
other countries, who have thought this the 
easiest way of arriying at satisfaction con- 
cerning this abstruse subject. I cannot, as 
some persons have thought it proper to do, 
attribute to these men evildesigns. In many 
instances, at least, they appear to give as 
unquestionable proofs of piety and virtue as 
are given by any others, and to devote their 
Jabonrs as cheerfully and faithfully to the 
promotion of truth and righteousness in the 
world. Still, I. cannot accord with thjs 
doctrine, nor hesitate to. believe, agian 
have in several instances ‘darkened counsel 
by words without knowledge.’ The theology 
of a part of this country appears to me to 
he verging, insensibly perhaps to those who 
are chiefly concerned, but with no very 
gradual step, towards a Pantheism, differ. 
ing materially in one particular only from 
that of Spitiosa. He held that the universe, 
which he supposed to be matter, and which 
he divided into cogitative, or intelligent, 
and incogitative, was God ; and that the se- 
veral parts of it were no other than separate 
pirts of the same great and universal Being, 
Thus he excluded the oxistence of all exea- 
tures, and of any work of creation, as well 
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as all that which is usually meant by the 
providence and government of the Creator, 
The theology to which I have referred, 
teaches that God is immaterial, intelligent, 
and infinite; put denies, with Spinosa, the 
existence of finite intelligent beings, as well 
as of those which we cal] hodies ; declaring 
that what men usually call minds or spirits, 
are no other than continued chains, or suc- 
cessions. of ideas and exercises, created 
immediately and successively by the Infinite 
Mind! 'he same reason is alleged by this 
system for the exclusion of finite agents from 
existence, which was alleged by Spinosa for 
excluding the existence of such agents, as 
well as an infinite, immaterial one, from his 
system; viz. that mankind cannot conceive 
of such things, nor comprehend their nature: 
a reason which, if admitted, will indeed ex- 
clude from our belief and reception almost 
every doctrine. Particularly on this ground 
we ouvht vertainly to deny the existence of 
the infinite agent,” 


Nothing can be so offensive to 
the sanetity of the divine nature, 
or so embarrassing and distressing 
to a pious mind, as the belief that 
God is the efficient cause and im- 
mediate source of all moral evil. 
That he who cannot bear the sight 
of sin, should have produced it; 
that he should create the sinful 
volitions which he every where 
condemns; and that he will eter- 
nally punish in his creatures, the 
very crimes of which he is- himself 
the author ;—are suppositions, not 
only counter to the whole tenor of 
revelation, but which do violence 
to every rational estimate we can 
take of the divine character, and 
every feeling and affection we are 
bound to cherish towagds the bene- 
ficence, rectitude, and purity of his 
moral government. ‘Far be. it 
from God, that he should do wick- 
edness ; and from the Almighty, 
that he should commit iniquity, 
For the work of a man shall he 
render unto him, and cause every 
man to find according to his ways. 
Yea, surely God will not do wick- 
edly, neither will the Almighty 
pervert judgment.*” ‘ Let no 


* Job xxxiv. 10, 11, 12, 
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plain men as the real meaning, is almost of 


man say when he is tempted, Iam : 
coarse the true sense.” 


tempted of God: for God cannot 
be tempted with evil, neither tempt- 
eth he any man; but every man 
is tempted, when he is drawn away 
of his own lust, and enticed. Then 
when lust hath conceived, it bring- 
eth, forth sin: and sin, when it is 
finished, bringeth forth death. Do 
not err, my beloved’ brethren. 
Every good gift and every perfect 
gift is from above, and cometh 
down from tke Father of lights, 
with whom is no _ variableness, 
neither shadow of turning.” * In 
accordance with these doctrines of 
divine truth, an American writer 
has well remarked— 


Between the opposite extremes 
of system, the middle line of truth 
is commonly situated. The doc- 
trine that makes God the author of 
sin, and the one that makes him 
the author of a universe, ia which 
he foresaw that sin would exist, 
are essentially different. Dr. D. 
unites with those'who assert, “ that 
God permitted the existence of sin, 
or, in the Scripture language, that 
he has in times past suffered all 
men to walk in their own ways.” 
The permission of moral evil is a 
doctrine involved in the fact of its 
existence. Sin is in the world, 
Unless all distinction between right 
and wrong be denied, the reality of 
its being cannot be doubted. If 
we admit the omniscience and om- 
nipotence of God; that he foresaw 
its occurrence, and, for reasons 
known only to himself, did not 
choose to interpose his power in 
order to prevent it; his permission 
of moral evil becomes a doctrine 
as unquestionably established as is 
the fact of its existence. Or, 
should it be said, that the interfer- 
ence of almighty power to prevent 
the intrusion of sin into the universe, 
is incompatible with the liberty of 
moral agents, and destructive of 
their character as probationary be- 
ings ; this objection (which, how- 
ever, is founded in error,) is easily 
avoided, by introducing the good- 
ness of God into the argument, 
instead of his power, The infinite 
benevolence of the divine mind, 
associated with his omniscience, 
will conduct our thoughts to the 
same conclusion. If Infinite In- 
telligence foresaw the existence of 
sinful actions, with the intermin- 
able train of direful’ consequences 
which would ensue, he could easily 
have prevented them, by omit- 
ting the existence of the beings 
whose actions they would other- 


“ When God’s gracious will prevents our 
will from having its course, then we are 
saved ; but when God says, concerning any 
one, ‘heis joined to idols, let him alone, I 
am weary with repenting ; my spirit shall 
no longer strive with him:’ then the sinner 
is carried along by the current of his own 
propensities to the bottomless abyss. Cast 
a lifeless body into the water above the 
cataract of Niagara, you need not apply 
your hand to propel it down the precipice. 
A. living person woald require your aid to 
make effectual resistance and escape the 
brink of ruin; but the natural course of the 
floods will bear the dead ‘to the gulf, and 
grivd them on the rocky bed to atoms,” + 

«It will be sufficient for the present pur- 
pose to observe,” says Dr, Dwight, “ that 
the Scriptures directly inform us, that God 
is the author of holiness, and this in many 
forms, and with great emphasis ; that they 
no where assert that he is the author of sin, 
in the sense now under consideration; and 
that they every where attribute blame to 
man, as the guilty, and, in my view, the 
eflicient cause ‘of his own sins. A plain 
man reading the Scriptures, never, I pre- 
sume, derived from them the doctrine, that 
God creates the sins of men. Nor can he, | 
without great pains-taking and previous per- 
plexity, be induced to admit it as a part of 
his creed. And let it be remembered, asa 
very just and very important remark of Dod- 
dridge, that the plain sense of the Scriptures, 
or that which naturally strikes the minds of 


* James i. 13—17. 

+ A Contrast between Calvinism and 
Hopkinsianism, by Ezra Stiles Ely, A.M. 
Stated Preacher to the Hospital and Alms- 
house in the City of New Yerk, 
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wise be. This supposes no act of 
divine power, but merely the re- 
fusal of divine power to act, in 
obedience to the dictate of infinite 
-benevolence. The omniscience and 
the benevolence of Deity are eter- 
nal attributes; but the operations 
of his power are not eternal. ‘‘ In 
the beginning God created,” &c. 
The apostasy of man, which of 
course was subsequent to his crea- 
tion, and dependent upon it, must 
have been previously ascertained ; 
and, ifthe attributes referred to are 
eternal, it must have been eter- 
nally present to the mind of the 
great Author of his being. The 
divine permission of moral evil is, 
therefore, a doctrine, to the belief 
of which we are irresistibly impel- 
led, unless we are prepared to give 
up the perfection of the knowledge, 
the power, and the benevolence of 
the Deity, Admitting the infinitude 
of thése attributes, we cannot es- 
cape the conclusion, whatever dif- 
ficulties it may involve, that for 
ends worthy of God, though in- 
scrutable to us, moral evil was 
permitted to exist; that its exist- 
ence was anticipated, and has been 
provided for in the system of the 
divine economy; or, in the lan- 
guage of our author, ‘“‘that all 
things, both beings and events exist 
in exact accordance with the pur- 
pose, pleasure, or what is commonly 
called the decrees of God.” Be- 
yond this line, it is humbly con- 
ceived, there is no necessity, to 
extend our belief, and it is unsafe 
to carry our speculations. 

To account for the introduction 
of sin into the world, and to assign 
the reasons why the Almighty per- 
mitted its existence, is not within 
the province or the power of man. 
But let it. be remembered, that 
whatever difficulties may attend the 
belief of the divine permission of 
moral evil, they pertain to it not as 
a doctrine, but as a fact; a fact 
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which cannot be disposed of, let 
our religious system be what it may, 
while the evidences of its being are 
daily pressed npon us froma thou- 
sand sources. The difficulty which 
attends. the doctrine of the divine 
permission of moral evil, in refer- 
ence to the disobedience of our 
first parents, is applicable to every 
subsequent act of transgression in 
their degenerate offspring. This 
apostate world is still under the 
moral government of God; and the 
crimes continually perpetrated upon 
it are equally foreseen, and equally 
permitted to be. Weneed not turn 
our speculations backward to the 
creation of the world ; its -preser- 
vation is a fact equally mysterious. 
The power that was originally ne- 
cessary to form it, is still requisite 
to uphold it in being. On the same 
divine hand its existence is sus- 
pended. The withdrawment of that 
power for asingle moment, would 
annihilate the material universe, 
with all its inhabitants, and thus 
put an effectual stop to that torrent 
of wickedness, which is not only 
spreading in every direction, but 
rolling onward to desolate future 
ages, and to involve in guilt and 
misery the unborn generations of 
mankind. Instead therefore of ask- 
ing, Why did a Being, possessed 
of infinite knowledge, power, and 
goodness, create a world so soon 
to transgress his laws, and become 
offensive in his eye, we may as well 
ask, Why does he uphold it in 
existence? Why does Omnipotence 
still put forth his hand to sustain its 
revolutions, and to keep it from 
falling back into its primitive no- 
thingness; knowing, as he does, 
the full amount of its present, and 
the multiplication of its future enor- 
mities and crimes ? 

An answer to the question under 
either of these forms, would be an 
answer to it under both; and wih 
this answer God has himself sup- 
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plied us—‘‘For my thoughts are 
not your thoughts, neither are your 
ways my ways, saith Jehovah. For 
as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are my ways higher than 
your. ways, and my thoughts than 
your thoughts.” ‘ Because I am 
God, and not man, therefore the 
sous of men are not consumed.” 
That no other system of things, 
upon the whole, would have been 
so well as the present, may be 
safely inferred from the fact, that 
infinite wisdom, in concert with 
infinite beneficence, and all the 
benign attributes of the Deity, has 
devised and adopted no other, out 
of ail the possibilities that may be 
supposed to have presented them- 
selves to an infinite mind. Viewed 
in its immense bearings, and cal- 
culated on the scale of eternity— 
a scale, be it remembered, on which 
all the arrangements of the Deity 
proceed—we may safely rest in the 
conclusion, that the largest revenue 
of glory to himself, and the great- 
est sum total of happiness to his 
intelligent creation, will be secur- 
ed by the present economy of the 
universe ; that a greater amount of 
good will result from the admis- 
sion of partial evil, than would 
have been effected by its entire 
exclusion. Beyond this we have 
no data, and it is vain to pursue 
our inquiries. | Whatever circuit 
our speculations may take, they 
must at last subside into the senti- 
ment of the poet— 

«In spite of man, of erring reason spite, 
One truth is clear, whatever is, is right.” 
Mr. Bellamy’s four Discourses 

on “the wisdom of God in the 

permission of moral evil,” it is con- 
ceived are but very partially satis- 
factory. The analogy between 
divine and human governments is 
faint, as an illustration of acknow- 
ledged principles ; but as an argu- 
ment by which disputed principles 
are to.be supported, it is much too 
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feeble and slender. Dr.. Dwight 
has adopted a wiser method. While 
he acknowledges the impossibility 
of affording a complete solution of 
the difficulty, he has taken care to 
entrench himself on the negative 
{side of the question, and cast the 
onus probandi back on his oppo- 
nent. . 


‘© Tt cannot be proved,” he’ says, * that 
the existence of sin willin the end be a detri- 
ment to the universe. Until we know what 
will be both the progress and the end, we 
certainly can never prove this proposition, 
because the means of proof lie beyond our 
reach. All moral beings are governed hy 
motives only. What motives will, upon the 
whole, produce the greatest good, united 
with the least evil to the intelligent king- 
dom ; and how far the fall aad punishment 
of some moral beings may, in the nature of 
the case, be indispensably necessary to the 
persevering obedience of the great, body, 
cannot be determined by us. Bat until this 
is done, and indeed many other things of 
great moment to the question, it can never 
be proved that the existence of moral evil 
is injurious to the universe, or the permis- 
sion of it inconsistent with the most perfect 
good will on the part of God. At the same 
time, I acknowledge myself utterly unable, 
and my complete conviction that all other 
men are unable to explain this subject, so 
as to give to an inquirer clear and satisfac- 
tory views, by the light of reason, of the 
propriety of permitting the introduction of 
moral evil into the intelligent system.” 


There are two things especially, 
in reference to the sublime doc- 
trine to which our thoughts have 
now been directed, against which 
it becomes us sedulously to guard. 
One is, that we do not practically 
pervert it: the other is, that we do 
not exercise towards it a spirit of 
unhallowed speculation. From the 
fivedness and immutability of the 
divine purposes, some have infer- 
red the inefficacy and folly of all 
human efforts, in things pertaining 
to their eternal interests. “If I 
am to be saved,” say such, “TI 
shall be saved, whether | try to 
obtain salvation or not: and how- 
ever strenuous be my efforts, if I 
am to perish, I shall perish.” Now 
this is a manifest perversion of the 
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doctrine, as irrational as-it is aw- 
ful. 

I. For in the first place, it stands 
directly opposed to the whole te- 
nour of the: divine word, to the 
universality of its invitations, and 
the unqualified. promises and as- 
surances connected with their ac- 
ceptance. ‘‘ Ho, every one that 
thirsteth, come ye to the waters.’ 
«* Whosoever will, let him come ;’ 
and “he that cometh unto me 1 
will in no wise cast out.” Be- 
tween the decrees of Jehovah’s 
will and the precepts of his word, 
we may rest assured there is no 
discordance; though we see not 
the point oftheir union. And there 
is no hazard in affirming, that not 
an individual will be found at last 
shut out of the heavenly world, 
by the sovereign decrees of God, 
who was not self-excluded from 
that blessed abode, by his criminal 
rejection of the terms of his admis- 
sion. We know nothing of what 
has passed in the mind of the 
Deity, but from his own revela- 
tions; what then can be greater 
folly, than to attempt to frame an 
excuse for the neglect of those 
parts of the divine will, which he 
has graciously revealed to us, in 
deference to those which lie hid- 
den in the recesses of eternity ? 
The latter are not even objects of 
faith, excepting so far as prophecy 
may have developed them. It is 
the former only that constitute the 
ground of our obligation, and the 
rule of our duty. ‘‘ Secret things 
belong to the Lord our God, but 
such as are revealed unto us and 
to our children.” This mode of 
reasoning, it may also be remarked, 
loses sight of the fact, that in the 
divine counsels the end and the 
means are inseparably connected. 
The fixedness and immutability 
which attaches to the one, attaches 
also to the other, By adopting 
the prescribed means therefore, we 
infallibly secure the end connected 
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with ‘them, because this connec- 
tion is indissoluble. Hence these 
qualities of fixedness and immuta- 
bility, which when viewed solely 
in relation to the end, appear to 
militate against human effort, en- 
courage and strengthen it when 
transferred to the means, by making 
success certain: and thus supply 
one of the most powerful motives 
to exertion. 

II. If the inference drawn from 
the doctrine of divine decrees were 
correct, it would require a much 
more extended application than the 
usual appropriation of it supposes. 
For it applies no less to our secu- 
lar than to our spiritual interests. 
The farmer would be compelled to 
follow it out in the affairs of hus- 
bandry—the merchant in the con- 
cerns of business—the man of 
science in his pursuits of know- 
ledge. Every project of ambition, 
every enterprize of skill, would 
have to contend with this very dit- 
ficulty. Such an universal appli- 
cation of the objection, indeed, as 
consistency would require, would 
entirely paralyze all human efforts, 
and put an effectual stop to every 
moral, mental, and physical ac- 
tion; for to all these the decrees 
of God are undoubtedly extended. 
““Not a sparrow falleth to the 
ground without your Heavenly Fa- 
ther, and the very hairs of your 
head are all numbered.” There is 
therefore no alternative between 
relinquishing the principle as un- 
sound, or following it out to its 
legitimate consequences ; and in- 
stead of limiting it to the affairs of 
human salvation, we shall then 
have to apply it universally, to the 
ordinary business and occupations 
of life. Yet no man, in the pos- 
session of his intelligent faculties, 
has ever been found sureharged 
with folly enough to press the ar- 
gument in this dir ection, and afford, 
a practical illustration ‘of its cor- 
rectness. 
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Ili. The argument is as unphilo-- 
sophical as it is antiscriptural and 
inconsistent. The decrees of God, 
though immutable, irreversible, and 
eternal, do not interfere with the 
liberty of responsible beings, nor 
when rightly stated, inyolve the 
ideas of coercion, co-operation, or 
constraint. 

The impossibility of any thing 
else occurring, than what is fore- 
known and fixed in the divine 
counsels, imparts no such neces- 
sity to the action as is destructive 
of the liberty of the agent. If we 
were to dismiss from our creed the 
doctrines in question, unless we 
ean disprove the position—that 
whatever will be, is eternally certain 
of being—we shall still have to 
contend against the difficulty under 
another form. Fora man is not 
the less certain to act, though no 
being in the universe take cogni- 
zance of his actions, It is as true 
of every man at the moment of his 
birth, that he will or will not be 
saved, as at any subsequent period 
of his history, although the alter- 
native, which shall be realized, be 
not then ascertained. So long, 
therefore, as we are unable to dis- 
pose of this abstract certainty in re- 
lation to future events, or what Mr. 
Locke denominates certainty of 
truth, in distinction from certainty 
of knowledge, we retain the difli- 
culty in all its force, which is urged 
against the decrees and foreknow- 
ledge of God; while in relinquish- 
ing these doctrines, we lose also 
that of a divine Providence, which 
is essentially connected with them; 
and all the satisfaction, consola- 
tion, and confidence, which a belief 
in the immutable purposes of infi- 
nite wisdom is fitted to cherish in 
the mind,* 


* In a pamphlet published a few years 
ago, entitled “ Remarks on the Foreknow- 
ledge of God, suggested by passages in Dr. 
Adam Clark’s Commentary on the New Tes- 


Ryery thing on earth:is charac- 
terized by incertitude and change. 
If we look behind us, whata dream ! 
if we look around us, what a dis~ 
cord! if we look before us, what 
a speculation! Amid this universal 
mutation and fickleness,. where 
shall we find any thing of stability 
on which the heart of man can 
repose itself? Where, but in those 
purposes that never change; and 
in that wisdom that never errs; 
and in that love that never wavers? 
«<The counsel of the Lord standeth 
for ever, the thoughts of his heart 
to all generations.” 

And while we are thus concerned 
to draw from this doctrine of the 
divine word,+ that complacency 
and assurance which it is designed 
to administer, may we be careful not 
to press our inquiries beyond the 
bounds of its inspired statements. 


“« Tt is not meet,” says Calvin, “ that the 
will of God should be brought down inte 
controversy amongst us. First, therefore, 
let this be before our eyes, that to covet any 
other knowledge of predestination than, that 
which is set forth by the word of God, is a 
point of no less madness than if a man should 
have a will to go by an impassable way, or 
to see in darkness. Letus willingly abstain 
from the searching of that knowledge, 
whereof the excessive coveting is both fool- 
ish and perilous, yea, and deadly. ¢ 


The works of the divine hand are 
spread open before us, and invite 
our inspection ;' but into the coun- 
cil-chamber of the Deity we are not 
permitted to enter. Verily, he is 
a Godthat hideth himself. And let 
us ever remember, that the decrees 
of his infinite mind is a doctrine in- 


tament,” the writer had occasion to enter 
more fully into this subject than would be 
compatible with the design of this paper, 
or its prescribed limits, Those readers, 
therefore, who may wish to pursue the argu- 
ment further, he takes the liberty of refer- 
ring to that publication ; a few copies only 
remain on hand, and may be had of our pub- 
lisher. 

+ See Job xxiii. 13; Isa. xlili. 13; Dan. 
iv. 35; Actsxv.17,18; Rev. iv. 11, 

+ Book iii. chap, 21. seo. 2. 
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vested with a sublimity and gran- 
deur which may well suppress and 
awe every thing like a spirit of 
curious inquiry and unhallowed 
research. The mount whence Je- 
hovah published his laws, was 
fenced and guarded on every side, 
and he said unto Moses, ‘* Go 
down, charge the people lest they 
break through unto the Lord to 
gaze, and many of them perish.” + 

Let us: beware, therefore, in our 
investigations of divine truth—es- 
pecially truth which has direct re- 
ference to the nature and counsels 
of the Deity—that we press not 
beyond the sacred boundaries of 
his written word, lest we incur the 
displeasure of its author, and en- 
danger the vitality of our own piety. 


(To be continued. ) 


THE Goop SAMARITAN’s DEPosiT. 


AN unbeliever, taking his seat in 
the scorner’s chair, may impiously 
say, ‘‘ How improbable is the tale 
that a certain Samaritan conveyed 
a wounded man to an inn, and took 
care of him, and on departing the 
next day, took out two pence, and 
giving them to the host, said, Take 
care of this man.” Luke x. 35. 
Thus misled by his. impiety and 
ignorance, he may exclaim, ‘‘What 
a paltry sum to ensure suitable 
supplies for a man who had been 
robbed and wounded !” Here we 
may see that ‘“‘ for the soul to be 
without. knowledge is not good.” 
Prov. xix. 2. For the two pence 
given were not such copper pence 
as we are accustomed to see, nor 
yet such silver pennies as were 
current in England in the days of 
those who translated the Bible into 
our Mother tongue. But the pence 
given by the Good Samaritan were, 
two Roman silver pieces, each of 
which was a little larger than our 


* Exodus xix, 2]. 
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sixpence, being in weight equiva- 


lent to an English silver coin that 
would pass for seven pence three 
farthings.* Another thing too must 
be taken into the account; and 
that is what a denarius or Roman 
penny would procure. On turn- 
ing, therefore, to Mat. xx. we per- 
ceive that the Saviour founds a 
parable on the circumstance of 
men being hired to work in a vine- 
yard for a penny a day. Now it 
is well known that a man compe- 
tent to do justice to our vines near 
London, can obtain four shillings 
a day. 

We see, therefore, that while 
two Denarii or Roman pennies are 
in weight worth fifteen pence half- 
penny of our money, there is rea- 
son also to believe that in their 
actual currency at the time in ques- 
tion, two such pence were to the 
wounded man what eight shillings 
would be at some country house of 
call in England at the present day. 
Under such circumstances then, 
the money deposited for the wound- 
ed man’s benefit. was not a sum to 
be despised, especially as the good 
Samaritan said to the host, ‘‘ What- 
ever thou spendest more, when I 
return I will repay thee.” Thus 
from the remains of antiquity “‘God 
has perfected praise that he may 
still the enemy and the avenger.” 

Moreover, the account of the 
good Samaritan was calculated to 
convince the inquiring Jew that 
God was not to be misled by spe- 
cious appearances ; but that de- 
spised as the Samaritans were, if 
they showed that mercy which the 
‘« Priest” and the ‘‘ Levite” de- 
nied, the first would be last, and 
the last would be first. 


* The writer of this has in his posses- 
sion a denarius, current at the time when 
our Lord said to the dissemhlers, ‘‘ Show 
me the tribute money ;” and this denarius 
with the “image and superscription” of 
Tiberius Czesar, having been carefully weigh- 
ed, justifies the above statement. 
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We may learn, therefore, that’ 
those whom God is: training for 
the heavenly world, are character- 
ized by a merciful disposition 
founded on Christian principles ; 
whilst those who are hardened by 
the love of this present evil world, 
or by a course of flagrant impiety, 
have hearts like the ‘‘ nether mill- 
stone.” ‘‘A righteous man,” as 
Solomon states the fact, ‘‘is so 
compassionate that the . lowest 
range of his disposition is kind- 
ness, inasmuch as he regardetli the 
life of his beast; but the very best 
feelings of a sordid wordling, or 
hardened profligate, are replete 
with cruelty. Prov. xii. 10. Look 
at Pharaoh in the moment of his 
tender mercies. ‘‘Go,” says he 
to Moses and Aaron, ‘both ye 
and the children of Israel, and 
serve the Lord as ye have said. 
Also take your flocks and your 
herds, as ye have said, and de- 
part; and bless me also.” Exod. 
xii. 31, 32. But the real nature of 
the Egyptian monarch’s mercies 
was unequivocally developed when, 
amidst his numerous captains, he 
roared out like a lion, “I will 
pursue, I will overtake, I will di- 
vide the spoil.” 

From such an affecting sight it 
is a relief to withdraw our contem- 
plation, and to descry in the min- 
gled classes of society, a genera- 
tion who, seeking mercy through 
the efficacious sacrifice of the great 
Redeemer, exemplify the sacred 
adage; “‘ Freely ye have received, 
freely give.” Matt. x. 8. 
sons and daughters of the Father 


of mercies, the fatherless and wi- | 


dows in their affliction find inva- 
luable friends. In these precarious 
times too, those who retain their 
integrity amidst a thousand temp- 
tations and manifold discourage- 
ments, find that ‘‘ the righteous is 
more excellent than his neigh- 
bour.” For whilst the word re- 
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spectability in a. worldly man’s 
mouth would be applied to him 
whom the dogs excelled in com- 
passion, the Good Samaritan will 
consider that man respectable, who 
whether rich or poor, has angels 
for his attendants, and the blissful 
abode of Lazarus for his palace. 
Nor is it necessary to have two 
pence to give to the host in order 
to be assimilated to the good Sa- 
maritan. For God looks at the 
Christian love that glows in the 
bosom. Blessed, therefore, is the 
sympathizing friend who on hea- 
venly principles imparts spiritual 
consolation at a time when Satan 
leaves no plan untried to add sor- 
row tosorrow. ‘‘The Lord,” says 
Paul, ‘‘ grant mercy to the family 
of Onesiphorus ; for he often re- 
freshed me, and was not ashamed 
of my chain. But being in Rome, 
he sought me out very diligently 
and found me. The Lord grant 
to him that he may be the reci- 
pient of mercy from the Lord in 
that day.” 2 Tim. i. 16—18. In 
the days of adversity, though it is 
proper to feel the affliction, yet 
overmuch sorrow tending to de- 
stroy useful energies, a good Sa- 
maritan will use his utmost efforts 
to impart new animation, and thus 
‘* strengthen the weak hands, and 
confirm the feeble knees, saying 
to them that are of a fearful heart, 
be strong, fear not.” Thus the 
designs of Satan will be counter- 
acted. For that adversary of God 
and man well knows that he has 
little to fear from a prostrate an- 
tagonist; and therefore, when he 
has found a good man’s integrity 
inflexible, he aims to make the 
tried Christian believe that heaven 
and earth are against him because 
Providence seems to frown. Under 
such circumstances the aposile’s 
directions should never be forgot- 
ten. ‘* Rejoice,” says he, ‘in the 
Lord always; yea, I repeat it, re- 
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joice. Let your moderation be 
known unto all men. The Lord is 
nigh to help. Be anxiously soli- 
citous for nothing, but in every 
thing by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known unto God: and 
the peace of God which surpasseth 
all understanding will safely guard 
your hearts and your minds through 
Christ Jesus.” Phil. iv. 4—7. Je- 


Poetry. 


hovah is the proprietor of heaven 
and earth; and under discovrag- 
ing prospects he may be only 
bringing good men nearer to him- 
self, and when the hour of death 
shall be past the recording hand of 
friendship may have to testify that 
none of the evils they feared came 
upon them. 


Stratford, Essex. J.F. 


POETRY. 


A RLESSING IMPLORED. 


«¢ And Esau said unto his father, bast 
thou but one blessing, my father? Bless me, 
even me, also, O my father! And Esau 
lifted up his yoice, and wept.”—Gen. xxvii. 
38. 

«« And Jabez called on the God of Israel, 
saying, “O that thou wouldest bless me, 
indeed !”,—1 Chron, iv. 19. 


Bless’d Fountain of perennial joy! 
O deign to hear a suppliant’s prayer ; 
Impart thy peace, without alloy: 
One blessing from thy fulness spare. 


Tis for no scanty boon I crave ; 
No earthly toys my soul doth prize : 
Empires and crowns I would not have ; 
Thy love and favour, Lord, suflice. 


Whom thou dost bless, is blest indeed, 
Enrich’d beyond the power of thought ; 
No curse thy blessing shall succeed, 
’Tis bliss secure—that faileth not ! 


Let others dread the frown of kings ; 
To earthly courts for smiles look up : 
Ne’er shall these trifling, treach’rous things, 
Or move my fear, or raise my hope. 


Should foes insult or friends deceive, 
O grant me this, my sole request ; 

All else with thee I calmly leave, ° 
Make me indeed divinely blest! 


A weary pilgrim trav’lling home, 

With tearful eyes, thro’ dang’rous roads, 
For this, and forthe world to come, 

’Tis all I ask, all Heaven affords. 


G.T. 


THE CRUCIFIXION, 


I ask’d the Heavens—** What foe to God 
hath done 

This unexampled deed?” The heavens ex- 
claim— 

«Twas man; and we in horror snateh’d the 
sun 

From such a spectacle of grief and shame.”’ 

I ask’d the Sea :—The sea with fury boil’d, 

And answer’d by her yoice of storms— 
«Twas man ; 

My waves in panic at bis crime recoil’d, 

Disclos’d the abyss, and from the centre 
ran,” 

I ask’d the Barth:—The earth replied, 
aghast, 

«Twas man; and such strange pangs my 
bosom rent, 

That still I fear and tremble at the past.” 

To man—gay, smiling, thoughtless man,—I 
went, 

And ask’d him next: He turn’d a scornful 
eye, 

Shook his proud head, and deign’d me no 
reply. 
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REVIEW. 


The Work of the Holy Spirit in Conver- 
sion, considered in its relation to the 
Condition of Man, and the Ways of 
God, &c. By J.H. Hinton, A.M. 
pp- 390. Price 6s. London. Holds- 
worth. 1830. 


In different ages of the Christian church, 
there has been much controversy rela- 
tive to divine influence, as viewed in 
connection with human responsibility. 
The wisest and best of men have ac- 
knowledged a mystery in the connection, 
and our divine teacher once said to an 
inquisitive mind, “The wind bloweth 
where it listeth, and thou hearest the 
sound thereof, but canst not tell whence 
it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is 
every one that is born of the Spirit.” 
Many pious and sensible persons, there- 
fore, unable to perceive and trace the 
reconcileableness of these points, satisfy 
themselves with concluding that there 
certainly is some mode in which they 
are reconcileable, though they perceive 
it not; and seeking continually, in child- 
like humility and implicit faith, the tes- 
timony of the sacred Scriptures con- 
cerning the grace of God and the duty 
of his intelligent creatures, they leave 
the development of these arcana of the 
Deity to the great decisive day. 

But there are others who will not thus 
acquiesce. ‘ How can these things be? 
Why doth he yet find fault?” have 
been questions reiterated from age 
to age. Hence the large share of at- 
tention which is claimed in church his- 
tory to the name and writings of Pela- 
gius, and the rationalizing of Abelard, 
Erasmus, and others; and to us there 
appears too much of the same philoso- 
phizing spirit, a spirit oft attended with 
an overweening vanity, mingling itself 
in the theological inquiries of the present 
day. Far be it from us to oppose the 
vigorous and manly discussion of reli- 
gious questions, but we object to the 
confident daring which is often shewn in 
these matters, and we have little faith 


in any merely human system of moral 
philosophy. We object to philosophy, 
Falsely so called, especially when applied 
to the mysteries of religion; for we are 
not ignorant, that in mahy instances, the 
attempt to be wise above what is writen 
has involved the theological disputant 
in increased difficulties, has darkened 
the counsel he vainly thought to illumi- 
nate, has dissipated a large measure of 
the blessed unction of the Gospel from 
his mind, and given birth to statements 
alike contrary to common sense, chris- 
tian experience, and the word of God. 

And is the difficulty unravelled in the 
book before us? It does not appear to 
us that it is; nor has the work given us 
satisfaction. Forbid it, however, every 
sentiment of justice or brotherly kind- 
ness, that we should exhibit an unfair re- 
presentation of the work, or attribute to 
the author any opinion which he would 
disavow. The volume comes before the 
public, certainly with very high preten- 
sions. The author tells us, that he has 
“no name to add weight to his cpi- 
nions,” though “he is sure that the 
names who originated. the discussion 
called the modern question, would be 
happy in having led others to a view 
somewhat clearer and more accurate 
than their own ;” and that his object is 
to oppose “ asentiment which has long 
been impressed upon the public mind,” 
with which “the ministry of the divine 
word has been widely and deeply im- 
pregnated,” and which, “‘into the breast 
of almost every creature who has re- 
ceived any evangelical instruction at all, 
has been infused, and, like his mother’s 
milk, become insensibly incorporated 
with his whole being ;” and the senti- 
ment thus controverted, is denounced as 
“a pernicious notion,” “poison,” and 
that of ‘‘ the most direful kind ;” while 
its prevalence is deplored as “ an evil 
of great magnitude,” and ‘a mischief 
which it is time that vigorous efforts 
were made to correct.” 
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And what, gentle reader, is this fear- 
fulsentiment? Itis that sentiment which 
probably you have thought to be almost 
indisputable, and which you will find, 
“ with melancholy uniformity,” as Mr. 
H. expresses it, in all the formularies 
for the instruction of the young. We 
just select a statement of it from one of 
those referred to in the preface. ‘‘My 
good child know this, that thou art noé 
able to do these things of thyself, nor to 
walk in the commandments of God, and 
to serve him, without his special grace.” 
(Catechism of the Church of England.) 
Instead of this, you are now told, that 
by the “faculty of attention, every man 
is put in possession of the key of his 
own heart;” and that ‘‘a sinner can 
come to Christ, whether he will or not: 
that is, suppose either case, that he 
will, or that he, will not, still he can 
come.” pp. 42. 294. This last is the 
sentiment which the ministers of the 
gospel are now called upon, in this book, 
zealously to declare, under the solemn 
assurance, that if they “ will not lead 
in the progress of truth, they must fol- 
low J” 

Tn the discussion of this subject, the 
book is divided into three parts. Part I, 


treats of the absolute necessity of the | 


Spirit’s influence in conversion, and its 
certain efficacy. By this necessity, we 
beg the reader to observe that the au- 
thor expresses himself.as meauing, ‘that 
conversion to God never has taken place, 
and never will take place without it. 
He does not say, it never can take place 
without it ; on the contrary, the object of 
his work is to prove thatit can. Part II. 
considers the work of the Holy Spirit in 
conversion, in relation to the condition of 
man, and treats of the structure and ope- 
ration of the human mind, and attempts 
the definition of terms. It is then ar- 
gued, from the nature of the case, that 
man, in his natural state, has power to 
repent;—also, from the work of the 
Spirit, that in the conversion of a sinuer 
power is notimparted ;—that the posses- 
sion of power is involved in the praise and 
blameworthiness of actions ;—and that 
it is implied in the divine commands,— 
in the distribution of rewards and pu- 
nishments,—in the divine use of means 


Work of the Holy Spirit. 


independently of the Holy Spirit,—and 
in the gracious and sovereign character 
of the Holy Spirit. It is asserted to be 
maintained in the Holy Scriptures, and 
tohave a tendency to humble the sinner 
and glorify God. We have then an ar- 
gument from experienee; objections 
are considered, considerations are set 
forth for those who may.not be con- 
vinced, and the necessity of the Spirit 
is viewed as implying contrariety of 
disposition. Part III. treats of the mi- 
nistration of the Spirit, in answer to 
prayer, in his unsought agency, and as 
connected with the work of redemption. 
We have then practical addresses to 
the unconverted, on the principles of the 
work, and, finally, an exemplar for a 
new mode of catechetical instruction on 
the subject. 

Now, we must candidly state, it ap-. 
pears to us that our author has fallen 
into a complete fallacy on the subject of 
power ; that he has involved himself in 
notions very little, if at all, different 
from that of the self-determining power 
of the will, and that in conducting his 
argument, he has sometimes confounded 
the faculties of the mind with their | 
operation. There may be as great an 
impossibility of connection between a 
particular state of mind and some other 
state, or between an individual under 
the paramount influence of a certain 
disposition, and an act which is conse- 
quential upon a different disposition, as 
there is betwixt an animal without 
wings, and the act of flying. Hence 
is it said, in the case of a rich man 
entering into the kingdom of God— 
‘© With men this isimpossible.” 

The claims at this time made on our 
pages, will not admit our entering into a 
full analysis of the argument; but Mr. 
H. appears to us to haye lost sight of the 
distinction, so essential to the present 
question, between instrumentality and 
efficiency, in a considerable portion of 
his work. . There is also a clear dif- 
ference between the fuculty of at- 
tending, considering, &c. and attention 
and. consideration ; which we conceive 
our author has not sufficiently ob- 
served. Consideration is the . actual 
exercise and operation of the mind 
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im its faculty of considering. ‘ By 
the faculty of atéention,” says Mr. H. 
“every man is put in possession of the 
key of his own heart: if we can choose 
what topics shall impress the heart, we 
can choose what the state of the heart 
shall be, since it always corresponds 
with the topics which bear upon it; and 
if we can choose what the state of the 
heart shall be, we can equally fix our 
determination and our conduct, since 
they have an exact conformity with the 
state of the heart.” (p. 42.) Again, 
“he can make it,” (that is, the preva- 
lent and habitual state of his mind,) 
“what he pleases, let him only fix his 
thoughts with corresponding intensity 
on congenial topics.” (p. 43.) “ It 
needs nothing more than a due consi- 
deration of all the topics presented to 
you, to change your whole state of mind, 
and to produce within you a new heart 
and aright spirit.” ‘If a due regard 
be paid to all the objects presented to 
our understanding, the state of the heart 
will infallibly be right.” ‘The Spirit 
does nothing more than lead us to due 
consideration ; but we are able to give 
due consideration to any object without 
the Spirit: wherefore we have power, 
without the Spirit, to do that which we 
actually do only under his influence.” 
“Let but the same instrument (consi- 
deration) be similarly employed, it mat- 
ters not by what hand, and it will pro- 
duce the same result.” p. 238. 

Who, we ask, sees not an utter fal- 
lacy in all this? True enough is it, 
that in consideration we become wise ; 
but whence arises this consideration? isit 
not obvious, that aééention to the things 
of God—that the very choosing of right 
and holy topics of thought—that a due 
consideration of all the topics of the Gos- 
pel—that the paying a due regard to 
all the objects presented to our under- 
standing—indicate a heart already re- 
newed? What is that which a man 
pleases, but the same thing as the 
habitual state of his mind? What is 
a due regard to right objects, buta right 
state of heart? Is not this minding the 
things of the Spirit, spirituality of mind? 
What, then, does all this parade of rea- 
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soning amount to? Does it not pre- 
suppose the existence of a disposition in 
relation to these topics, which it is the 
very design of this apparatus of means 
to produce? For, by ,the use of such 
terms as “‘ what he pleases,” and “‘ con- 
genial,” &c. it is implied that the moral 
distaste is already removed—which is ar- 
guing in acircle ; or else the argument 
places the mind under the government 
of two counter dispositions at the same 
moment—which is absurd. 

Bat it is refreshing to turn to the 
sacred Scripture, and to behold its all- 
impressive and luminous exhibitions of 
our moral state. Let us hear what the 
Truth saith :—“No man can come unto 
me, except it were given unto him of 
my Father.” John vi. 65. “ With men 
this isimpossible.” Matt. xix. 26. ‘ With- 
out me ye can do nothing.” John xv. 5. 
The same faithful witness says, “ Ye 
will not come unto me, that ye might 
have life.” Johnv.40. ‘This is the 
condemnation, that light is come into 
the world, and men loved darkness ra- 
ther than light, becanse their deeds were 
evil.” John iii.i9. ‘‘ And they all, with 
one censent, began to make excuse.” 
Luke xiv. 18. ; 

Wecompare these wholesome words 
together, and here we are satisfied ; 
because we believe that it is not in us 
to improve on the mode of Scripture 
representation; because the arthor of 
this sacred book being He, who first 
formed man’s mind, we expect to find 
in it the truest moral philosophy; be- 
cause that necessity which arises out of 
a defect or contrariety of disposition, is 
very different in its nature, though it 
may not be in its strength, from that 
which consists in external impediments ; 
and because the essence of character 
lies not in the causes of our dispositions, 
but in the dispositions themselves. For 
is it not the common judgment of mian- 
kind, that the stronger a man’s disposi- 
tion be towards piety and virtue, the 
more there is in him of moral excel- 
lence; and the more his inclination is 
determined to evil, the more wicked he 
is? Who deems it not the perfection of 
excellence in the blessed God, that he 
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is so holy in the exercise of all his glo- 
rious faculties, that he cannot do that 
whichis unrighteous or unlovely ; that his 
infinite will is so fixed on truth, that it 
is tmpossible for him to lie? 

We are by no means pleased with our 
author’s alleged excuse of the sinner, 
mentioned in page 93. ‘¢©,” says he, 
“that is natural tome; I cannot help 
that:’”’ also, in page 219, where the 
sinner is represented as speaking to 
himself: ‘‘They say I ought to be deeply 
ashamed of myself, but I could not help 
it; sin is natural to me, and I have no 
power to be otherwise than I am.” 
Does Mr. H. really object to the expres- 
sion of sin being natural to us! We 
would not willingly misrepresent him, 
but truly, whether the sinner plead it 
in excuse or not, such is the fact. “ Be- 
hold, I was shapen in iniquity, and in 
sin did my mother conceive me.” Ps. 
li. 5. “ By nature the children of wrath, 
even as others.” Eph.ii. 3: What is 
denoted in “ walking as men,” and 
what by ‘‘the lusts of men?” But why 
should the sinner plead a sinful nature 
as anexcuse? Was our blessed Lord the 
less worthy, because, having been born 
without sin, it was natural to him to be 
holy ? Is the deyil the less to be abhor- 
red, because it is natwral to him to be 
wicked? Does it, in the common judg- 
ment of mankind, lessen the blame- 
worthiness of a man who had committed 
a fraud, to plead that he is naturally thiev- 
ish, and was so from his childhood ? 
But Mr. H. is sometimes inconsistent 
with himself. He admits the perverse- 
ness of the human will, and speaks of 
the nest of serpents in the human bosom, 
and yet attributes to the unconverted 
sinner that power of serious considera- 
tion, which is compatible only with a 
will that is renewed. 

' “Jt is unjust,” we are told in this 
book, ‘‘that I should be commanded 
beyond my strength. If,” says Mr, H, 
“ God’s right to command is not limited 
by man’s ability to obey, we place the 
Most Blessed in the same rank with un- 
reasonable and cruel men, with unrigh- 
teous and merciless taskmasters!” &c. 
p. 112. “ Proportionate power is ne- 
cessary to just responsibility, therefore 


Work of the Holy Spirit. 


we have power to be and to do all thag 
for which God holds us responsible.” 
p. 113. “To say, I will deal with you 
according to your character, when we 
have no power to form that character to 
good or ill, is afflictive beyond all suf- 
ferance,” &c. ‘The law takes for the 
measure ofits demands, not the strength 
of our first parents, or of a state of in- 
nocence, but our actual and present 
strength.” ‘ Our Maker considers our 
strength for the performance of what 
he requires to lie in the possession. of 
our intelligent faculties.” p. 110. “Man 
is called to obey in his own strength.” 
“Tn our own strength, and in that alone, 
it must be that we are to obey God’s will.” 
p- 127. “ Hence,” says Mr. H. “it. is 
written, Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy strength.” Mark xii.30. 
And are these the conclusions of our 
author’s moral philosophy! Then, say 
we, give us for these sophisms, as they 
appear to us, a little common sense, 
and especially the word of divine truth. 
We cannot, indeed, but regret, that in 
the confidence of his own powers, and 
the correctness of his reasoning, he should 
have ventured even a theoretic applica- 
tion of such terms as the above to the 
infinitely blessed God; because in the 
event of the failure of his argument, he 
has put into the mouth of the sinner an 
apology for his hostility to his Creator. 
But what saith the Scripture? ‘ In the 
Lord, have I righteousness and strength.” 
Isa. xlv. 24. Our strength is as much in 
the Lord asour righteousness. “ I cando 
all things throngh Christ which strength- 
eneth me.” Phil. iv. 13. What will 
Mr. Hinton’s intelligent faculties do for 
him in moral conduct, without the oper- 
ation of his disposition? What moral 
conduct can. there be of any sort, ab- 
stracted, from the exercise of the will? 
We believe that the service of strength 
demanded in the law, is not that which 
exists merely in our intelligent faculties, 
but the whole might and energy of an 
individual whose heart.is perfect toward 
God; and it is just that which was ori- 
ginally required from innocent man. 
Let us seriously consider the lan- 
guage and manner of instraction in 
the Scriptures, If itis written, “Turn 
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ye,” “Wash your heart,” &c. ‘“ Make 
you a new heart,”’ &c. it is also written, 
“Turn me, and [ shall be turned,” 
“ Turn us again, O God,” &c. ‘‘ A new 
heart will I give you,” &c. Here we 
have the divine command, a prayer for 
grace, and a gracious promise. Let 
these be viewed in connection, and they 
will shew us, as we apprehend, not our 
powers for moral action, but our real 
helplessness, in its peculiar nature and 
evil character; what we ought to be; 
where lies the tree source of help; 
and in what way the grace of God is 
received. And he who is humbled and 
subdued by the majesty of the law, will 
be won by the inercy of the gospel. 
There is, too, in all this, the most ad- 
mirable adaptedness of means to our 
mental constitution. The Spirit shining 
with the truth into the heart, remem- 
brance thereof, with meditation and 
consideration, will assuredly follow ; for 
as we read in the Scriptures that it was 
through hardness of heart that certain 
persons of old “considered not” the 
miracle of the loaves, it appears to us evi- 
dent, that due attention and considera- 
tion, &c. can result only from our intelli- 
gent faculties graciously renewed. Hap- 
' py, indeed, is it, when, with the truth in 
allits grand varieties, especially as set 
forth in the Cross, the Spirit thus shines 
into the inner man; then truly is every 
passion of the soul awakened, the heart 
itself is won, and to behold and con- 
sider the glory of the Saviour, will be 
henceforward its highest joy. We 
conceive it important that the sinner 
should know, that even for the due 
consideration of divine truth, his intel- 
ligent faculties will not avail, without 
the grace of the Holy Spirit. 

‘We object to Mr. H.’s statement, that 
the passage, 2 Tim. iii. 15. “(The Holy 
Scriptures, which are able to make thee 
wise unto salvation, through faith which 
isin Christ Jesus,” &c. asserts a suffi. 
ciency apart from the influence of the 
Holy Spirit; for in the attainment of 
wisdom by them, a certain state of mind 
is implied; and it is evident that the 
author falls into the error before refer- 
red to, that of confounding efficiency 
with instrumentality. 
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We also object to Mr. H.’s comment 


fon Johnix. 40, “Are we blind also? 


Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, 
ye should have no sin; but now ye say, 
We see: therefore your sin remain- 
eth.” We consider thts parallel with 
Rom. i. 19—22. “ Professing themselves 
to be wise, they became fools.” By 
“those who see,” we understand that 
our Lord meant the “wise and pru- 
dent,” mentioned in Matt. xi. 25.; 
which are not the really wise, but such 
as are so in their own esteem, from whom 
in fact the things of the Gospel are 
hidden, they being revealed to. babes ; 
and by “those who do not see,” such 
as have the spirit of a little child, and; 
as Paul expresses it, “become fools} 
that they may be wise.” We thus un- 
derstand our Lord: “ If the evidence 
before your eyes were not in itself clear, 
and abundantly sufficient to satisfy every 
honest mind, you would not be guilty in 
rejecting my claims; but now that ye 
are so wise in your own esteem, and yet 
reject me, not believing, through your 
preference of darkness to light, there- 
fore your sin remaineth, and will be 
confirmed in your judicial blindness and 
final ruin.” 

Bat let us learn humility, and be- 
ware that we make not too free in our 
discussions concerning the ways of God, 
lest we be found running “ upon him, 
even on his neck, upon the thick bosses 
of his buckler.” Our Heavenly Fa- 
ther has graciously given us his blessed 
word, to be a “light unto our feet, and 
a lamp unto our path ;” and that word 
shines with a glory peculiarly its owa— 
a glory that penetrates and warms the 
heart, that scorns all aid from the glow- 
worm light of a vain philosophy, and 
that is most fally perceived by him that 
is most humble and earnest, and most 
dependent on the Divine Spirit. 

A philosophizing spirit in the affairs 
of religion is objectionable partly on ac 
count of the inadequacy of such exer- 
¢cises to the discovery of divine ‘truth, 
which lies beyond the precincts of rea- 
son, and above its reach; and partly on 
account of the pernicious re-action of such 
speculations on the mind that indulges 
them. It has been justly observed— 
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‘That where the authority of the inspired 
records Joses its control, there is no length 
of absurdity and dangerous error to which 
the mind, ever watched by a malignant and 
subtle. spirit, may not be carried: that all 
theological inquiries, commenced on the dim 
and changeful bases of high haman reasonings, 
uniformly end, under different forms, in that 
‘philosophy and vain deceit,’ of which the 
apostle speaks, as ‘spoiling’ the primitive 
churches; and that all pretended ‘ trath, which 
is not according to godliness,’ cannot, how- 
ever arrayed, whether in the fascinations of 
style, or what is more imposing on many, 
the ‘ pomp and circumstance’ of reasoning, 
be the ‘word of the trath of the Gospel.’ 
Socinianism, on the one hand, and Antino- 
mianism on the other, join to warn us against 
too great a confidence in, and too incautious 
a use of, metaphysical theology.’’— Wat- 
son’s Review of Chase’s Antinomian Un- 
masked, Armin, Mag. Feb. 1820. vol. xliii. 
p- 111. 


Memoirs of Practical Piety, as exemplified 
in the Lives of Miss Marianne Benze- 
vile and Mfrs. Bridget Byles. By 
their Sister Estapr Copiey. Lon- 
don: Holdsworth. pp. 139. Price 
2s. 6d. 


We have read this bock with interest 
and satisfaction, and consider it to be 
a pleasing memorial of departed excel- 
lence. There was nothing indeed very 
extraordinary or brilliant in the ceurse 
of the amiable individuais thus brought 
before us; the tenor of their way was 
noiseless and unattractive to the worldly 
observer, nor were they distinguished 
by any particular eminence of station 
in the visible church or in intellectual 
society; but nevertheless they were 
truly sensible and pious females; their 
path shone with a mild and steady light, 
their names are embalmed in the me- 
mory of their numerous surviving friends, 
and “in that day’ they will doubtless 
be numbered amongst the jewels of the 
Lord. 

We are no advocates for the indis- 
criminate publication of the instances of 
practical piety, for beoks of this class 
often exaggerate to adorn the tale, and 
evil as the world is, we believe that 
examples of genuine godliness may be 
very numerously supplied; but, after 
all, the fondness of surviving friends for 
the departed dead, though it meet no 
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sympathy in the public mind, is amiable 
and ought te be respected; and it is 
edifying to review the course of any of 
the saints who, through faith and pa- 
tience, are now inheriting the pro- 
mises. 

This little book, however, of Mrs. 
Copley, will not only form for the fa- 
mily and connexions of the deceased, a 
memorial that shall be more ample and 
more influential than that which often 
meets their eye in the interesting little 
burial-place where they sleep under the 
green sod, but it may be truly edifying 
to many a pious sufferer, and encourag- 
ing to the humble Christian: and being 
written in a style of amiable simplicity, 
with a careful avoidance of all high- 
wrought statement, and with an evident 
desire of benefiting the reader, it is 
highly creditable to the head and heart 
of the biographer. 

The first ninety pages are occupied 
principally with the record of Miss Ben- 
zeville, who was a great sufferer for 
many years from bodily affliction, and 
as the brightest impressions of the truth 
of God have generally been effected on 
the subjects of his grace by means of 
suffering, so she appeared to have been 
meetened in this way for a peaceful end 
and a happy immortality. 

We subjoin an extract from that part 
of the book which refers to Mrs, B. 
Byles, and which will serve as a spe- 
cimen of Mrs. Copley’s style, and asa 
useful admonition on the subject of the 
Christian temper. 


“And here I cannot refrain from notic- 
ing a feature in my dear sister’s character, 
which contributed very much to her own 
happiness, to the comfort of her family, and 
to the credit of the religion which she pro- 
fessed. J mean an habitually contented, 
grateful, cheerful disposition, It is to be 
feared, that too many professors of religion 
do not consider it in the light of an incum- 
bent duty, thus to glorify God ; do not feel 
themselves guilty of a libel on the ways of 
religion when they give way to moroseness, 
discoatent, and gloom; or to peevishness 
and irritability. Surely religion has not 
accomplished ail the purposes for which it 
is designed and calculated, until ithas brought 
the mind into habitual acquiescence in the 
dispensations of Providence, habitual supe- 
riority to the trifling irritations of life, and 
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habitaal kindness, forbearance, and benevo- 
lence towards those with whom daily inter- 
course is maintained. Evenan infidel could 
say that ‘a disposition to look on the bright 
side of every thing is worth ten thousand 
pounds a year ;’ and surely the Christian 
who has not found ovt a cure for looking 
on the gloomy and dissatisfactory side of 
every thing, must be very ignorant, very 
poor, and very miserable.” 


A Guide to the Practical Reading of the 
Bible. By Witttam CARPENTER. 
Holdsworth and Ball. Price 5s. 


Mr. CARPENTER is well known, we 
hope, to our readers, as one of those 
whose names will be honoured by pos- 
terity for having applied their acqui- 
sitions to the elucidation of the sacred 
writings. 

The first part of this little work con- 
tains a bibliographical and critical ac- 
count of the English Bible. The first 
edition of this translation was printed 
in 1611. Mr. C. adds, “It has been 
subsequently revised three times ;” but 
he does not tell us when or by what 
authority. To the honourable list of 
those who have attested the fidelity of 
the English vulgate, he might have 
added Bishop Lowth (Pref. to English 
Grammar) and Archbishop Newcome in 
his ‘Historical View of the English 
Biblical Translation, 1792.” 

The second part gives suggestions and 
observations on the reading and study 
of the bible. Here we could gladly 
make some large quotations, which how- 
ever our limits will not permit. We 
cannot help thinking the author would 
have done better, if instead of the rules 
from Vitringa, he had given us an ab- 
stract from Dr. Smith’s discourse on the 
Interpretation of Prophecy, or a page 
or two of his own. 

The third part will entertain and in- 
terest the Christian reader with many 
valuable things “on the genuineness, 
authenticity, and divine origin of the 
Bible.” 

The appendix, including “a chrono- 
logical arrangement of the Scriptures, 
Chronotogical AZras—A comparative 


table of the empires, states, and sove- | 
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reigns connected with Scripture history 
~—Asmonean princes, Herodian, or Idu- 
mean princes,” will be valued by all 
who are desirous of studying the sacred 
volume with advantage. 

Luke informs us that Philip the Evan- 
gelist said to the Ethiopian, ‘“ Under- 
standest thou what thou readest?” And 
he said, ‘“‘ How can I except some man 
should guide me?” The elementary 
Scripture Manual before us is full of 
solid proof that Mr. C. is well prepared 
to be a guide in this most important 
case. He has also very handsomely 
made reference to other gnides who 
have recently appeared, particularly 
Professors Stewart and Hug, Dr. John 
Pye Smith, Mr. Leifchild, and Mr. 
Greenfield. 

We recommend this little book to 
those who are deeply read in the evi- 
dences of Christianity, to refresh their 
memories with many things which they 
have seen in the ponderous tomes of 
antiquity. Those who are not deeply 
read will certainly find many things 
both old and new. Students of theo- 
logy will do well to add this to the 
compendiums already prepared for them 
by Porteus, Beattie, Gregory and others. 
In addition to these there is now a large 
and rapidly increasing class of intelli- 
gent young persons, of both sexes, who 
may learn here how to give a reason of 
the hope that is inthem. And the in- 
fidels may see that they are almost 1800 
years too late with their petty cavils, 
Oh that they might learn. before it is 
too late, how vain it is to attack the 
impregnable fortresses of the facts of 
the Bible, which have stood so long and 
stili immoveably stand. May they yet 
learn that if the facts in the Christian 
system be true, the authority of it can 
be nothing less than divine ; nay more, 
that the very existence of the New Tes- 
tament in the nineteenth century, in 
this apostate unbelieving world, is evi- 
dence that it came from heaven. For 
if otherwise it would surely have long 
since perished. 

Anticipating many future editions of 
this work, which we are glad to ohserve 
is beautifully printed, we respectfully 
request the industrious author to be- 
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stow a little time on some needful cor- 
rections, We take the liberty of point- 
ing out a few particulars which require 
revision. 

Page 2, 1390 should be 1380; John 
de Wycliffe died in 1884. Page 17 note, 
for Oliveton read Olivetan. Page 102, 
at the bottom, “‘ Man in his sinless 
state,” could not need salvation, better 
say eternal life. Page 163, first line, for 
has read have. Page 188, for oberetos 
read oberatus. Page 238, 239, God alone 
for God only, in several instances. Page 
252, line 10, omit “the interests;” or 
explain how the first preachers of the 
gospel declared open war with the in- 
terests of the world. 


Voluntary Churches the true Churches of 
Christ. By the Rev. James Marue- 
SON, 


We are much indebted to those at whose 
request this publication was undertaken, 
and should be glad, were their judicious 
example to be more frequently followed. 
The subject is one of no meanimportance, 
and the sermon is worthy the subject. 
Nothing in our world, except the gospel 
itself, is of higher value than the prin- 
ciples of Nonconformity, and, were these 
entirely banished from us, that which 
is pre-eminent would either follow, be 
corrupted until nearly useless, or fail 
of a salutary promulgation. Were we 
not allowed to preach the saving truth 
of Jesus Christ, and to profess and obey 
it, our case would much resemble a 
man who, having a fine estate, was pre- 
vented by some tyrant from cultivating 
it for the support of his family and the 
welfare of the poor. And, as we so 
value religious liberty, it can excite no 
wonder that we wish the sermon be- 
fore us an extensive circulation, it be- 
ing one of peculiar merit as an exhibi- 
tion and defence of the immortal prin- 
ciples of Nonconformity. And we do 
this the rather because we fear that too 
many of the children of dissenters are 
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but slenderly informed on the subjects 
here presented. They do not well un- 
derstand their nature, or they do not 
fully appreciate their value. Nor are 
we quite sure that some who are far 
above the age of children are wise 
enough on these points. 

This valuable sermon was preached 
at the ordination of the Rev. Simon 
Binks, over the church assembling in 
Livery Street, Birmingham, and it pre- 
sents, as is customary on such occa- 
sions, the views which are entertained 
of the nature of the Redeemer’s king- 
dom. 

The author contends, 1, that the Holy 
Scriptures contain the only authorita- 
tive rule of faith and practice. 2. That 
the Holy Scriptures are amply sufficient 
to give us all necessary information re- 
specting the nature and constitution, 
the duties and privileges of a Christian 
church, And 3, he proposes to shew 
that simple adherence to. the principles 
of the New Testament churches, will 
produce all the hallowed and universal 
results which were intended to be ac- 
complished by the Head of the Church. 
These points are well stated, and de- 
fended so sensibly, that none will fail 
to treat the representations with re- 
spect ;.so clearly, that none can fail to 
understand what is meant, and so con- 
vincingly, that we think no one in quest 
of trnth will long refuse to embrace 
what is here recommended to his un- 
derstanding and his heart. The three 
great principles which have been men- 
fioned are carried out to their practical 
results. So much, and such valuable 
matter is rarely indeed found compress-' 
ed within so small a space ; while there 
is nothing obscure or wanting to a use- 
ful view of the proposed subject of elu- 
cidation, 

We regret that we cannot afford spe- 
cimens confirmatory of the character 
we have given of this performance ; 
we cordially recommend our readers 
to procure and read it for them-' 
selves. 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


—_—_—— 


1. Thoughts on Prayer at the Present 
Time. By James Douglas, Esq. Lougman 
and Co, 

A very serious evangelical pamphlet, not 
unworthy of the distinguished author, He 
begins thus (we can give only a few lines 
from the commencement :) ‘ There is a ge- 
neral opinion that some great change is about 
te take place in European society. In this 
view writers of very different turns of mind, 
and who draw their conclusions from very 
various sources of information, are agreed. 
This of itself would give some colour of 
probability to the opinion which they enter- 
tain, bat the conviction that great changes 
are about to arrive, is strengthened by every 
view of society which can be taken.” 


2. An Essay on Evil Speaking: with an 
Appendix. By William Shuttleworth, Holds- 
worth and Ball. 2s. 

A vigorous and well-directed blow at the 
root of one of the greatest evils that have 
afflicted, do afflict, or will afflict human so- 
ciety. We would warmly recommend it to 
all our readers, and not least of all, to those 
who are in the holy ministry. The appen- 
dix contains an interesting paper entitled 
«« An irreverent use of Scripture in conver- 
sation considered and censured.” 


3. Fifteenth Report of the Society for 
superseding the necessity of Climbing Boys, 
by encouraging a new Method of Sweeping 
Chimneys, &c. 6d. 

Very worthy of being read by all the 
friends of humanity. 


4. Evangelical Biography for Young Per- 
sons. By Ingram Cobbin, A.M. Vol. I. 
Westley and Davis. 

Children will be reading something ; let 
us then furnish them with something worth 
reading. This Mr.Cobbin has done in giv- 
ing them an account of John Howard, the 
philanthropist, Rev. John Newton, and Cap- 
tain Wilson. 


5. Spiritual Novelties. By the Rev. Ed- 
ward Craig, M.A. St. Edmund Hall, Oxon. 


Gurnall, M.A. formerly Rector of Laven- 
ham, in Suffolk, and Author of the Christian 
in complete Armour, §e. To which is added, 
a Biographical Sketch of the Rev. W. Burk- 
itt, M.A.who preached Mr. Gurnall’s Fu- 
neral Sermon, &c. &c. By H. M‘Keon. 
Holdsworth and Ball. Price 3s. 

Very curious and entertaining particularly 
to those with whom Gurnall and Burkitt are 
the greatest favourites. 


7. The Elegy cf Life. 
taker, Treacher, and Co. 


A Poem, 


5s. 


Whit- 


8, The Indian Brothers; Facts and au- 
thentic Sketches, wlustrative of Eastern Man- 
ners and Character, as connected with the 
Progress of Christianity in India. Dublin: 
Curry and Co, 


9. A Funeral Discourse on the Death of 
Rev. William Orme. Bg the Rev. Joseph 
Fletcher, ALM. To which is prefixed, The 
Address délivered at the Interment, by Dr. 
Winter. 


10. Melmoth’s Great Importance of a Re- 
ligious Life. A New Edition with a Vig- 
nette. Royal 32mo. cloth. Price 1s. 6d. - 


11. The Same with Talbot’s Reflections, 
Thoughts, Poems, &c. {n extracloth, price 
as. 6d. 


12. The Affectionate African, or the Re- 
ward of Perseverance, By the Rev, J. 
Young, Author of Scripture Balances, &c. 
§c. Int vol, 18mo, 


13. The Dying Hours of a Young Vil- 
lager ; a true Narrative. By Field Flowers, 
B.A, Curateof North Thoresby and Grainsby. 
Second edition. Price 2d. 


14. Illustrations of the Practical Power 
of Faith, in a Series of Popular Discourses 
on Part of the Eleventh Chapter of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews. By T. Binney. 8v0. 
Price 10s, 6d, 


In the Press, &c. 


Second edition enlarged. W. Baynes, Lon- | 


don, 6d. 

An admirable little tract to which we 
cannot but wish the widest possible circu- 
fation. ‘The present era of the church is 
strongly marked by two characteristics—an 
‘impatience of restraint, and a desire to in- 
culcate new and peculiar opinions,” 


6. An Inquiry into the Birth-place, Pa- 
ventage, Life and Writings of the Rev. W. 


| An Exposition of the Doctrine of Origi- 
nal Sin, by A Layman, is nearly ready for 
publication, 


The Olive Branch for 1831, is to be pub-~ 
lished in October next. The size of the 
volume is to be enlarged, and the work wilt 
in every respect be preatly improved, Com- 
munications are received for it till the end 
of July. 
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OBITUARY. 


REV. JAMES BRADFORD, 


PASTOR OF THE CHURCH AT HILL 
CLIFFE IN CHESHIRE. 


THE ministry of the late venerable John 
Thompson, formerly pastor of the church 
at Hill Cliffe, was blessed to the con- 
version of Mr. James Bradford in the 
year 1808. In the same year he was 
baptized, and received into full commu- 
nion with the church at Hill Cliffe. 
Some time after this, his pastor encou- 
raged him to preach in the neighbouring 
villages, and his humble efforts were 
crowned with success. 

On the 12th of October, 1820, Mr. 
Bradford was ordained co-pastor with 
Mr. John Thompson; and Mr. John 
Swinton, Messrs. Lister and Fisher, of 
Liverpool, conducted the ordination ser- 
vice, and the aged pastor, Mr. Join 
Thompson, concluded with prayer. For 
the last five years, Mr. Bradford was 
the sole pastor of the church, which 
office he filled with credit and useful- 
ness. He laboured much in village 
preaching, and in this department his 
labeurs were successful. A few days 
before his illness he visited Liverpool, to 
collect for a chapel which he had been 
the instrument of building, in a village a 
few miles from his own residence. He 
was received with great kindness, he 
prayed and preached in public, and 
appeared to be very happy. He was 
successful in his undertaking, and his 
interview with the friends at Liverpool 
will long be remembered with a mourn- 
fal pleasure. He was an humble Chris- 
tian, his piety was ardent, and his zeal 
persevering and disinterested. He re- 
ceived no salary from the church for 
his ministerial labours. 

Mr. Bradford was healthy and robust, 
but he was suddenly cut down in the 
prime of life, and when bright prospects 
of usefulness were opening to his view. 
In the short illness which terminated in 
his dissolution, he said to one of the 


members of the church, ‘“‘ Cleave close 
to the Lord in the time of health ;” and 
added, “ Whatcould I do now, if I had 
a guilty conscience, or had my God to 
seek ?” Tc another friend he remarked, 
“Precious salvation! precious salva- 
tion!” and then repeated— 


“« Earth is too narrow to express, 
His worth, bis glory, or his grace.” 


He then addressed some of the members 
of the church: taking them by the hand, 
he said, “‘ This is a final parting in this 
world ; O live in love one with another, 
cleave close together, and may the peace 
of God rest on youall!” He then lift- 
ed up his hands, and exclaimed, ‘ Jesus 
has broken the barriers of the grave, he 
has ascended on high, he has led cap- 
tivity captive, and has received gifts for 
men, even for the rebellious.” He also 
repeated those lines— 

« Dear dying Lamb, thy precious blood, . 

Shall never lose its power,” &c. 

To one of the members of the church 
he said, ‘‘ Trust in nothing less than the 
blood and righteousness of a precious 
Redeemer.” He then took leave of his 
beloved wife and family. Calling his 
dear partner by her name, he ob- 
served, ‘‘ Thou wilt not grieve, because 
Iam going to heaven.” He continued 
praying, praising, and preaching, for 
two hours, when, after a short pause, he 
said, “O, sweet home at last!” The 
last words he uttered, to be understood, 
were— 

« Jesus, thy blood and righteousness, 

My beauty are, my glorious dress ; 

Midst flaming worlds, in these array’d, 

With joy shall I lift up my head.” 


Mr. Bradford departed this life on 
the 10th of February, 1830, in the 44th 
year of his age. He has left a widow 
and nine children to bemoan his loss, 
and who are in a great measure unpro- 
vided for. He was interred in the burial 
ground at Hill Cliffe, when Mr. Fisher 
of Liverpool delivered an address at 
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the grave, toa very numerous and at- 
tentive audience. On the following 
Sabbath, Mr. Lister, of Liverpool, 
preached to the bereaved church, and 
on Lord’s day, the 21st of March, a 
funeral sermon was preached by Mr. 
Fisher, from Heb. xi. 4. “He being 
dead, yet speaketh.” The greatest re- 
spect was shewn to the memory of the 
deceased ; hundreds of persons attended 
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who could not gain admittance into the 
chapel, the service therefore was per- 
formed in the open air, ina field adjoin- 
ing the burying-ground; upwards of 
1600 persons attended, and notwith- 
standing the coldness of the weather, 
the greatest attention was paid, and a 
deep solemnity appeared to pervade the 
assembly. ‘The memory of the just is 
blessed.” 


INTELLIGENCE, &c. 


DOMESTIC. 


Mecent Beath. 


We have the painful task of recording 
the death of Samuel Favell, Esq. of Cam- 
berwell, who on the evening of Lord’s day, 
June 20, 1830, in the 71st year of his age, 
closed a life of uncommon activity, de- 
devoted alike to the service of political 
freedom and Christian benevolence. 

He was more extensively known as the 
constant and fearless advocate of political 
and religious toleration, having entered upon 
public life before the close of the last cen- 
tury, and maintained his principles with 
admirable consistency for nearly fifty years. 
Though deeply embarked in the stormy po- 
litics consequent on the French Revolution, 
he was preserved by a higher and inward 
principle from the taint of libertinism and 
infidelity which debased many of his early 
associates ; and while called, during the last 
twenty years, to take aleading part in the 
discussions of the Council Chamber of the 
City of London, he succeeded eminently in 
harmonizing what some called the fierceness 
of ultra Whiggism, with the urbanity of the 
gentleman, and the amenity of social life. 

Since the close of his public and munici- 
pal career, at Christmas, 1829, he received 
from men of all parties in the Corporation a 
token of respect and esteem ; which proved, 
that amongst bis political antagonists he had 
not one personal enemy. 

Bat to us it is the most gratifying to re- 
cord, that he was the subject of a still nobler 
ambition, and laboured with an equal degree 
of evergy for the welfare of the Christian 
ehureh, in which he honorably bore the re- 
sponsible office’ of a deacon more than 


twenty-five years; and also for many other 
Societies, which the ingenuity of Christian 
benevolence has projected in our days, 
chiefly such as had a reference to the im- 
portant object of education. On this latter 
scene of exertion he entered in the year 
1785, as an advocate for Sunday schools; 
and after exercising his talents and influence 
on behalf of several charities among the 
Dissenters, he was principally instrumental 
in founding the Mill Hill Protestant Gram- 
mar School, 

The evening of his days, we are informed, 
presented a scene of solemn, but yet, in 
some respects, pleasing interest. The death 
of his pastor, the Rev. Mr. Orme, had 
deeply affected his mind; and, combined 
with the growing infirmities of age, led him 
to express to some of his intimate friends, 
the thought that his owe course was almost 
finished: but the few days previous to his 
removal, were marked by more than usual 
activity and cheerfulness. On the Sabbath 
which he began on earth and terminated in 
glory, after attending divine service twice 
at his regular place of worship, he accom- 
panied a minister who was visiting him, in 
the evening, to hear a popular clergyman at 
Camden chapel, and then returned to spend 
a social hoar in the midst of his family. 

It was observed, that in domestic worship 
on this last occasion, his prayer embodied 
in a remarkable degree the leading points of 
the three sermons he had heard daring the 
day. After taking leave of his children, he 
retired to his own room, where, having laid 
limself down, in the presence of his wife, 
after a momentary struggle, he expired. 
Happy they to whom sudden death is sud- 
den glory. ‘‘ Absent from the body, present 
with the Lord.”— World, June 21, 1830, 
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THE PROTESTANT SOCIRTY FOR THE PRO- | 


TECTION OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTY. 


This Society held its Nineteenth An- 
nual Meeting at the City of London 
Tavern on Saturday, May 15th. The 
Right Hon. Lord Nugent in the Chair. 
The following resolutions were unan- 
imously adopted :~- 


1. “That this Society can never grow 
weary of promulgating the vitally important 
principles they were established to defend : 
That they continue to regard the right of 
every man, whether Jew or Christian, Ca- 
tholic or Protestant, Methodist or Episco- 
palian, to worship God according to his 
conscience, as an essential and unalienable 
right, which it is absurd and oppressive to 
impugn: and that such rights are daringly, 
unwisely, and impiously infringed, whenever 
any peculiar immunities are bestowed, or 


any punishments or exclusions are inflicted, | 


in consequence of Religious Faith. 

2. “ That although this Meeting devoutly 
acknowledge the memorable triumphs that 
have crowned the sacred cause of religious 


liberty since the commencement of their [n- | 


stitution, and would rejoice in the advent 
of the hour when those triumphs should be 
consummated, and their Institution might 
expire—they cannot bnt perceive from ge- 
neral observation, and the experience of 
their Committee through the past year, that 
such happy boar has not yet arrived— that 
yet an unkind and persecuting spirit exten- 
sively exists—that while policy or indiffer- 
ence may have indaced occasional and im- 
portant concessions, yet the great principles 
of liberty are scarcely acknowledged and 
imperfectly understood—and that their So- 
ciety must yet exist to maintain doctrines 
essential to the purity of religion and the 
happiness of man—and to extend the Algis 
of protection to those whom petty tyrannies 
and local persecutions yet venture to assail, 

3. “That this meeting are confirmed in 
this opinion by the recollection of various 
important matters justly desired, and that 
remain to be accomplished, and which would 
not only add to the security and comfort of 
persons dissenting from the Established 
Church, but increase the welfare of the 
state: and that they therefore urge the com- 
mittee steadily to pnrsue those objects, and 
recommend that all Members of their Com- 
munions should explain their nature and ne- 
cessity to all their representatives in Par- 
liament, and to those who may solicit their 
support when a general election shall occar, 
and especially as the meeting are convinced 
that the early and liberal concessions of 
needfal relief will add to the union and 
greatness’ of the country, and promote its 
stability and power, 
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4, “That among the measures so justly 
desired, are some improvements in the To- 
leration Acts, by which their objects would 
be better effected, and some practical difli- 
culties and doubts be removed—the correc- 
tion of a power assumed by clergymen to 
exclude the corpses of Dissenters from the 
church, and to omit parts of the service on 
their interment—the ‘amendment of the law 
by which Baptists may be excluded from 
the rites of burial in the churchyards of the 
parishes in which they reside, and for whose 
preservation they pay—and the conversion 
of marriage into a civil contract, and thereby 
relieving Dissenters of all denominations, 
as well Orthodox as Unitarian Protestant 
as Catholic,—from a compulsory celebration 
of marriage, as the holy sacrament of a 
church to whose ritual and connexion with 
the state, they consistently avd conscien- 
tiously object. 

5. ‘ That the exemption from poor’s rates 
of all places of religious worship, including 
equally the new Episcopal churches and cha- 
pels built out of the 1,500,000. granted by 
Parliament, and which are supported by the 
letting of pews—as the chapels and meet- 
ing- houses of Methodists and Dissenters, is 
also another measure that appears to this 
meeting to require the renewed attention: of 
the legislature and an early enactment, as 
an unjust tax on charity and Christian’ in- 
struction would be thereby prevented, a 
large source of parochial discords and ex- 
pensive appeals would be removed, and tho 
liberal concession and purpose of Lord Liver- 
pool and his administration, be crowned with 
success, ; 

6. ‘* That this meeting also especially de- 
sire the validation of Dissenting and Metho- 
dist registries of baptism or birth—or rather 
the substitution for the present imperfect 
and injurious system of registry, prejudicial 
to all property, and to Churchmen as well 
as Nonconformists, of a general civil regis- 
try of births, such as continental countries 
have long sinve adopted, and which may 
supply statistic information, establish pedi- 
grees, facilitate the transfer and increase the 
value of estates, and obviate many evils now 
extensively felt, and which many: enlight- 
ened statesmen and lawyers perceive and 
deplore. 

7. «That to William Townsend, Esq. the 
Treasurer, and to the Committee, this Meet- 
ing offer those. cordial acknowledgments, 
which their zeal and .pradence amply de- 
serve; and that the following ministers and 
laymen of different. denominations, and in 
equal proportions, constitute the Committee 
for the ensuing year :— 

Revs. W. B. Collyer, D.D. 
George Collison. 
F, A. Cox, LL.D. 
Alex Fletcher, A.M. 
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Revs. Joseph Fletcher, A.M. 
Rowland Hill, A.M. 
Thomas Jackson. 

~ J. Lewis. 
W.F. Platt. 
Thomas Russell, A.M. 
John Styles, D.D. 

William Bateman, Esq. 

J.B. Brows, Esq. LL.D. 

James Esdaile, Esq. 

Roger Lee, Esq. 

J. Pritt, Esq. 

William Townsend, Esq. 

Thomas Walker, Esq. 

Matthew Wood, Esq. M.P. 

Thomas Wilson, Esq. 

John Wilks, Esq. 

James Young, Esq. 


8. “That while this Meeting indulge their 
affectionate recollection of the services ren- 
dered to the institution, from its commence- 
ment, by Thomas Pellatt, Esq. one of the 
Honorary Secretaries, and whose death they 
truly deplore, they express their pleasure 
that they are yet favoured by the exertions 
of John Wilks, Esq. bis enlightened and 
energetic colleague ; and they respectfully 
entreat his‘continued assistance, till all the 
objects for which he has well and enthasi- 
astically struggled shall be attained, and 
the triamphs of Religious Liberty be all 
complete. 

9. ‘ That this meeting desire to discharge 
the debt of cordial gratitude to the Right 
Honourable Lord Nugent, their noble chair- 
man, for the promptitude with which he 
consented to add his name to the illustrious 
personages who have presided ou these oc- 
casions—for the courtesy and talent he has 
manifested—and for the liberal sentiments 
he has evinced—and whereby he has added 
to the honours he has acquired, by his long, 
dauntless, eloquent, and effective efforts, in 
favour of Civil and Religious Freedom, and 
Public Reform.” 


The eloquent Secretary, J. Wilks, 
Esq. in detailing to the meeting the 
transactions of the past year, delivered 
a spirit-stirring address, enforcing the 
claims of the Society, and illustrating 
the value of Religious Liberty by in- 
stances of civil and ecclesiastical into- 
lerance. He also read a letter from 
Lord Holland expressing his Lordship’s 
opinion that the period had not yet ar- 
rived for the Society to terminate its 
labours. 

The following brief statements prove 
but too clearly the correctness of this 
opinion. : 
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About seventy cases had required atten- 
tion during the past year. Of those, nine 
related to cases which ought not to have 
been brought to the committee ; because 
the applications related to matters with 
which the coinmittee could not interfere. 
Disputes in churches, disputes between mi- 
nisters. and people, and between ministers 
and trustees, and similar local affairs, a So- 
ciety for the protection only of general rights 
could never fitly regard. There were eleven 
eases where demands had heen made of 
poor’s rates, and similar parochial charges 
for places of public worship. In all those 
cases he thought he might say, such advice 
was given as prevented the recovery of rates 
from any congregation; although in some 
of the cases they had to contend with very 
great power, and power exercised with te- 
nacity and unkindly zeal. Nine other of 
the cases submitted to the committee were 
connected with a subject often mentioned 
at their meetings—the demand of turnpike 
tolls, from persons going to and returning 
from the places of worship where they usually 
attend, At the last annual meeting he men- 
tioned an important opinion of Sir N. Tin- 
dal, now the Chief Justice of the Court of 
Common Pleas, which extended that im- 
portant privilege. By a liberal construction 
of the exemptive clause of the general turn- 
pike act, it was held to embrace even me- 
thodist ministers visiting periodically (them- 
selves) places in their circuits according to 
the quarterly arrangement, as weli as Dis- 
senters who attended regularly their usual 
and accustomed places. Among the other 
cases seven were for pecuniary demands. 
They related to chnreh-rates, and to various 
claims connected with the church. The 
question respecting the new churches was 
andoubtedly important, particularly when 
they recollected all the circumstances under 
which those new churches had been reared, 
and the liberality of the dissenters, acknow- 
ledged and avowed by Lord Bexley, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, in not op- 
posing the grant of fifteen hundred thousand 
pounds of the public money on that account. 
Well, under all these circumstances, might 
dissenters feel some jealousy and discon- 
tent when, in some large parishes, to swell 
the patronage of the incumbent, several and 
costly churches rose like exhalations, and 
new and enormous rates were immediately 
imposed ; and whien, even in smaller places, 
expences quite uncalled-for were incurred 
for organs, and stoves, and ornaments. In 
those cases, the reply given by the commit- 
tee was, that churchwardens had no right 
to pat up organs, or stoves, or mere orna- 
ments, wifhdut the previous consent of a 
public vestry, duly convened, with at least 
three days’ previous notice, including a spe~ 
cial statement of the matters that were ‘to 
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be proposed. Then, if indeed dissenters 
would not attend these vestries—if they 
would not. be true to their neighbours and 
to themselves, nor would endeavour, either 
by their number to avert, or by their argu- 
ments to dissuade from such expenditures, 
they must not complain, 

‘« Misappropriated charities were the next 
class of cases on which he would report. 
Several such cases had been presented. Tlie 
advice given in those cases would prevent 
expense, and yct attain the end. Te had 
directed application to the commissioners 
for inquiring into public charities, and the 
result would be, that when they reported 
on. those charities, they would state the 
abuses and the remedies to be applied. Of 
a miscellaneous nature, there had been four- 
teen cases, two relating to preaching out of 
doors. He knew that was a subject which 
at the present moment excited, perhaps, 
some peculiar interest. He would neither 
discourage nor excite. Discretion was as 
necessary as zeal. Charity and prudence 
must go hand in hand. Persons preaching 
out of doors, in unregistered places, should 
be apprised that they were not entitled to 
the special protection which the Jaw afford- 
ed to persons that preached in registered 
places of worship. The law, sinve the reyo- 
Jution, and the first toleration act, had said 
to Protestant Dissenters, ‘ Provided you 
notify to the various ecclesiastic and civil 
authorities the places where you intend to 
meet for religious worship, there you shall 
be protected, and there shall be afforded 
not only general protection, but special pro- 
tection, and the same which is granted to 
the Established Church.” That special 
protection was extended by a late act, in- 
creasing the penalty on offenders from twenty 
to forty pounds, and inflicting the penalty, 
not merely on persons who entered places 
of worship and offended, but on persons 
who externally interrupted worship by any 
kind of molestation, Thus the legislature 
bad done much for Protestant Dissenters, 
and were probably entitled fairly to expect 
that all places of religious worship should 
be notified ; as otherwise, magistrates afd 
civil officers could not discriminate between 
a pious essemblage and a seditious mob ; 
between those over whom they should place 
the xgis of the law, and those whom the 
public safety might require them to punish 
or disperse. With the consent of owners 
or occupiers such notice could be given, 
and then against out-of-door preaching none 
jastly could complain, yet he must recom- 
mend caution to his friends in their pro- 
ceedings. Undoubtedly it was contrary to 
law to occupy public streets and public 
highways for preaching; and for so doing 
they were indictable, and subject to impri- 
sonment and fines; and wishing well to 
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them and to their cause, he would advise 
his friends to select with judgment the times 
and places for such labours—to abstain from 
all that would place them in disadvantage- 
ous circumstances, and to act with a caution 
not inconsistent with the noblest daring ; 
since temerity was not fortitude ; since rash- 
ness and courage were uot fruit of the same 
tree, nor sprang from the self-same stem. 
But, on the other band, he would say to 
those who rashly interfered with those well- 
intentioned men,, ‘ Let them be cautious as 
to the proceedings they adopted !’ He would 
tell them, that if they would enforce the 
Jaw against such offenders, if they would 
have the pound of flesh, they must take care 
they took nothing but the flesh ; ‘ the pound 
—no less, no more—no blood!’ He would 
tell them that the course of such prosect- 
tions too, was thick set with doubts and 
perils. That they would be watched with 
an eagle’s eye, and punished if they ex- 
ceeded their authority, with no pitying 
heart.* 


Six cases had occurred during the 
past year, of refusals by clergymen to 
bury the corpses of dissenters. In these 
cases the committee were able to en- 
force the law and humble the offender, 
excepting where the individual had not 
been baptized, even by what is termed 
lay-baptism, to whom it appears the 
law does not extend. Instances of riot 
and persecution formed also another 
important part of the business of the 
committee, but into the detail of these 
our limits will not allow us to enter. 


“From various cases brought before the 
cammitiee, to some of which he had alluded, 
aud from various letters received, he also 
discerned that dissenters began to feel the 
burdens of the new churches, built and 
ornamented, and new to be sustained at the 
public charge. He was, not surprised'— 
they were becoming a great local burden, 
as they had absorbed a large portion of the 
public funds; especially, too, as it was 
whispered that an application would be made 
for some further grant. In the past, dis- 


* « TLis with great satisfaction that we 
state, on the best authority, the fact, ‘that 
no interruption will in future be given by 
the police of the metropolis, to those learned 
and pious men who, in obedience to the 
commands of Him whose messengers they 
are, ‘ go out into the highways and hedges, 
and compel men to come in,” to partake of 
the happiness which he has provided for all 
his creatures.” World, June 23, ee 
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senters had acquiesced, though they built 
their own chapels, endowed their own schools, 
supported their own ministers, and contri- 
buted, as well as their church-going neigh- 
bours, to church rates and to tithes. Bat 
acquiescence ‘must have an end. If the 
charch wanted new buildings, Jet the vast 
revenues of the church support the charge ; 
and assuredly, if further grants were sought, 
he at once, and beforehand, would avow, 
that the committee would deem it now their 
duty to obey the feeling of the people, and 
steadily resist the grant..”” 


The Revs. Dr. Bennett; Mr, Robin- 
son of Witham; Professor Hoppus; Dr. 
Cox; Dr. Newman; Mr. Pyer, City Mis- 
sionary ; Mr. Stewart, Dublin: Dr. Hum- 
phrys, Dr. Styles, and others, proposed 
and seconded the above resolutions in 
speeches worthy of themselves and the 
cause they advocated. We cannot aftord 
room for extracts from these,* two or 
three from the closing address of the 
noble chairman, may be taken as at 
once an echo to the voice of the meet- 
ing, and a specimen of the liberal prin- 
ciples of his own enlightened under- 
standing. 


“The glorious and holy principles which 
we have met to commemorate and extend 
were imbibed with my earliest notions, and 
they have been clung to as the principles of 
my public life. We are met under aus- 
Picious circumstances this year. We are 
met not merely to congratulate each other 
on our common triumphs, and the advan- 
tages we have reaped, but we have come 
together to do a great public service—for a 
great work yet remains to be done. But it 
can only be achieved by the patient, ener- 
getic labours of meetings like these. Man 
has sowed the seed, but God has given the 
increase ; and it is.for the industry, the 
patience, the perseverance, and resolution 
of the many, to gather in the harvest. This 
must be done by patient and resolute pro- 
ceedings ; by firmness which never wavers, 
boldness which never flinches, and vigilance 
which never slumbers. Ladies and gentle- 
men, I have, from the bottom of my soul, 
from the earliest moment that I could esti- 
mate the value of words, abhorred that word 
“Toleration.” I hold the act of toleration of 


* Those of our readers who may wish to 
peruse afaller report of this meeting, we 
must refer to “ The World,” to whose ample 
columns we are indebted for these brief ex- 
tracts. 
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William to have been one of the best aots, 
with one of the worst names in the English 
language. Itis the weapon of persecution 
gilded over ; it is the mask drawn over the 
hideous features of intolerance. | Toleration 
is not the opposite of persecution. Itis a 
mischievous fallacy, into which people some- 
times fall, to put toleration:on the right 
hand, and persecution on the left. But-they 
are not, I repeat, opposed to each other, 
The word shameful is not opposed to the 
word shameless ; the word pitiful is not 
opposed to the word pitiless ; they are not 
opposed, they are much of the same-nature, 
the one is only the other a little mitigated. 
But I have always considered the word to- 
leration, not only to be most foolish, but 
most impious, To tolerate the worship man 
gives to God is impious, if not blasphemous. 
In the act of worship there are two parties 5 
there is the creator who receives, and the 
creature who worships ; and the man who 
tolerates the worship of the creator, does so 
blasphemously. Toleration places itself, 
then, not between man and man, nor between 
one denomination of religion and another ; 
but between God and man; between the 
being who worships, and the Being who is 
worshipped ; and by the same act of au- 
thority by which it tolerates man to pay his 
worship, it presumptuously and blasphem- 
ously sets itself up to tolerate the Almighty 
to receive it. If there be one principle 
which attests its divinity more than another, 
it is that in Christianity—it is that which 
teaches men that the Christian religion was 
the first, and has been the only one which 
teaches us to bend before the footstool of 
God, as a being who allows us to repose on 
his bosom as a father ; and I protest against 
any prince, priest, or governor, who dares 
to interfere between the trihute of humble 
affection which man pays to his father. 
There will be a day, we all believe, in which 
we shall stand to answer for our deeds, not 
before the tribunal of an earthly sovereign, 
bat at a tribunal before which privilege will 
be abashed, and orthodoxy itself stand in 
doubt ; before him, in whose sight the pub- 
lican did not fail to obtain mercy, and from 
whose presence the Pharisee did not go home 
justified. Ilook to the time, and believe 
it to be fast approaching, when the word 
toleration shall be swept away, and the 
sound be drowned in that voice which shall 
proclaim universal and undistinguishing— 
unqualified religious liberty. Religious Ji- 
berty, if it be possible, with an established 
church, but at all events, and in the name 
and sight of God, religious liberty. I do 
believe, that Jet the present parliament die 
when it will, it will be immortal for what it 
has done in promoting the cause of religious 
liberty. But one great act still remains, 
and I rejoice to observe how the mention 
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of it has ‘been received to-day ; I mean the 
emancipation of the Jews. Until that great 
end is achieved, we are not a free country, 
and our religion is not perfect freedom.” 

It may be proper to remark, that at these 
meetings no collections are made, and to 
state that donations are needed, and may be 
transmitted by post to the treasurer, Wil- 
Jiam Townsend, Esq. No. 325, High Hol- 
born, or No. 23, York Place, City Road; 
or to the secretary, John Wilks, Esq. Fins- 
bury Square, to whom applications for ad- 
vice should be addressed. From each con- 
gregation in England, the annual contriba- 
tion expected is two pounds ; and from each 
in Wales, one pound, The subscriptions 
became due at Lady-day. Country minis- 
ters or their friends, will always be received 
with pleasure by the committee, at their 
meetings, at the King’s Head Tavern, Poul- 
try, at half-past six in the evening, on the 
Jast Monday in every month, 


EDUCATION OF THE CHILDREN OF BAP- 
TIST MINISTERS. 


On Wednesday, the 16th ultimo, at the 
King’s Head, in the Poultry, after the an- 
nual dinner of the Friends of the Baptist 
Missionary Society, a Resolation was pass- 
ed, expressing the desirableness of provid- 
ing means for educating the children of Bap- 
tist Ministers. A provisional Committee 
was formed, consisting of the following Gen- 
tlemen : 


Rev. Dr. Rippon, Rev. J, Dyer, 


Dr. Cox, Mr. Gurney, 

J. Ivimey, W. L. Smith, 
J. Hughes, Bickham, 
W. Southwood, Napier, 

J. Chin, Bailey, 

I, Mann, Salter. 


Mr. Penney, of Scotland-yard to be Trea- 
surer, and Mr. Southwood, the Secretary. 
Nothing could be more delightful than the 
hearty manner in which the company enter- 
tained this truly benevolent object. May 
the Lord give it permanence and strength! 


ABERGAVENNY ACADEMY. 


On Wednesday, the 28th of April, the 
students at the above Academy were examin- 
ed before the Committee, when the three 
seniors read essays of their own composition, 
in the Welsh language, The progress they 
have made also in the English, Latin, and 
Greek languages, furnish a very pleasing 
evidence of the diligence and assiduity of 
their application to their studies during the 
year ; whilst the evident improvement which 
they have made in general knowledge, re- 
flects the greatest credit on the talents, at- 
tention, and vigilance of their respected 
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tutor. It is gratifying to state, that at no 
former period in the history of this Institu- 
tion, its general design appears to have been 
more happily realized, than in the last year. 


APPEAL TO THE FRIENDS OF 


The author of “ India’s Cries to British 
Humanity,” (8v0.pp.518, price 8s.) of which 
an enlarged edition has just been published, 
is desirous of circulating a hundred and 
Jifty copies of it among the members of the 
Committee now sitting on the great East 
India Question—the members of the Hon. 
Court of Directors, and the Board of Con- 
troul—and also the Enropean Functionaries 
of Government in India. The receut mea- 
sures for the abolition of the Suttee in the 
Presidency of Fort William (a happy pledge 
ofits suppression in those of Madras and 
Bombay,) and the favourable manner in 
which suggestions are received for the me- 
lioration of that part of the British empire, 
shews the propriety of adopting every mea- 
sure calculated. to remove British support 
of idolatry in India—Infanticide—the ex- 
posure of sick, and slavery, under which 
thousands of our fellow-subjects in the East 
groan, About twenty copies have been 
subscribed for, and subscriptions to promote 
this object, either as it respects the gra- 
tuitous circulation of the work in this coun- 
try, or in India, will be received by the 
editors and publishers of this Magazine. ° 
It may be proper to add, that the entire 
profit of this edition, will be devoted to li- 
quidate the debt on the chapel now occu- 
pied by the author. 


INDIA. 


ASSOCIATIONS. 


BEDFORDSHIRE, 


Tuesday the 4th of May, the Bedford- 
shire Association of Baptist Churches was 
held at Biggleswade, when two sermons 
were preached by Messrs. Fordham from 
{saiah xxxii. 1,2. and Knight from 1 Tim, 
vi.6. Brother Belcher preached in the 
evening from 1 Cor. i. 24. The next As- 
sociation to be held at Hale Weston, the 
llth May 1831. Brethren Middleditch 
and Early to preach: in case of failure bro- 
ther King. BRE 


BRISTOL. 


The Bristol Baptist Association, held 
their Annnal Meeting the Ist and 2nd of 
June, at Devizes; when the brethren Hall, 
Aitchison, and Newman preached, and bro- 
ther Walton read the Circular Letter on 
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eburch discipline. Brethren, Webby, Ro- 
berts, Dunn, Shakespear, Norgrove, Yates, 
Winter, Kune, Saffery, and Elliott (Indep.) 
engaged in the devotional parts of the ser- 
vices. 

The next meeting of the Association was 
fixed for Badcox Lane, Frome. 

At the meeting of brethren and friends 
of other denominations of the town and 
neighhourhood after dinner, the following 
resolutions were adopted :— 

1. That, as British subjects and Chris- 
tians, we deeply deplore the abject condi- 
tion, both political and religious, of that 
portion of our fellow-subjects who are in- 
volyed in slavery in the West Indies. 

2. That as ministers and others, we will 
endeavour to excite the attention of our va- 
rious friends and congregations to this mat- 
fer, and seek to prepare ‘their minds for a 
general and strenuous effort in the way of 
petitioning, and by every other method, and 
by publicly introducing the subject, where 
expedient, before the next session of par- 
jiament, 

3. That we are convinced that nothing 
but the expression of a united and strong 
feeling on the part of the friends to the 
abolition of slavery, can now enable the 
parliament, and oblige the planters to adopt 
the most effectual measures for its entire 
suppression. 

4. That we have heard with deep regret 
that, in a Jaw recently enacted by the legis- 
lature of Jamaica, there are clauses affecting 
the relizious Jiberty of the slave population, 
and the operation of Christian missionaries, 
and we pledge ourselves to adopt and second 
to the utmost every prudent measure set on 
foot 10 prevent_the operation of laws so op- 
posed to the rights of British subjects, and 
to the paramount claims of the Almighty. 

The importance of employing travelling 
agents for awakening attention to the pre- 
sent state of the anti-slavery question, and 
of forming district societies for each county 
for defraying expences incurred in such dis- 
tricts was agreed to, but time not permit- 
ting the drawing up of any comprehensive 
plan, no resolution was proposed respecting 
it, but an early meeting of ministers and lay- 
men connected with the county, determined 
on as necessary. : 


SOUTHERN, 


On June 1 and 2, the Southern Associa- 
tion of Ministers, beld their Annual Meet- 
ing at Trorton, near Gosport. On Tuesday 
evening, brother Crossman read and prayed ; 
brother Davies of Whitchurch, preached 
from Rom. xv.29.; and brother Trutcher, 
of Longparish, closed in prayer. 


On Wednesday morning at seven o'clock, j. 


the brethren, Davies, jun, Clay, Jones, Da- 
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vies, sen. Crossman, and Tilly prayed. At 
half-past nine the le(ters from the churches 
were read, and at half-past ten o'clock, bro- 
ther Burnett of Lockerly, read the Scrip- 
tures and prayed; brother Watts, of the 
Baptist College, Bristol, preached from 
Eph, iii. 19 ; and brother Mursell of Lym- 
ington concluded. Brethren Birt and Arnot, 
of Portsea, gave out the hymns. 

The evening service took place in the In- 
dependent chapel in Gosport, kindly offered 
for the purpose, when brother Cakebread of 
Portsca, read and prayed ; brother Davis of 
Newport, preached from 2 Cor. v.18. Bro- 
ther Tilly concluded in prayer. Brother 
Carruthers, (the minister of the place) gave 
out the hymns. The meetings were highly 
interesting, all present appeared to come 
together in the ‘* fulness of the blessing of 
the gospel of Christ,’ and separated ex- 
claiming, ‘* Behold how good and how plea- 
sant it is for brethren to dwell together in 
unity.” 


OPENING OF CHAPELS, 


STEPNEY BAPTIST COLLEGE. 


On Tuesday, the Ist of June, was opened 
for divine worship, the chapel belonging to 
the Baptist College at Stepney. Two most 
excellent and appropriate sermons were 
preached to congregations, which were over- 
flowing and respectable, inthe morning by 
the Rev. Joseph Fletcher of Stepney, and 
in the evening by the Rev. Thomas Griffin 
of Prescot Street. Ample testimony was 
borne by the preachers to the highly satis- 
factory state of the institution, to the use- 
fulness of the students in promoting the 
best of cbjects in the immediate neighbour- 
hood, and the acceptableness of their ser- 
vices to the congregations they are called 
to supply. The Rev, J. Haghes, Dr. New- 
man, W.H. March, T. Brawn, and T, Tho; 
mas, engaged in prayer. The collections at 
the doors after the services, amounted to 
£60. 

The ministers and friends, to the number 
of nearly 150, dined together in the spacious 
schoolroom belonging to Rev. Joseph Flet- 
cher’s Chapel, when a further contribution 
was made towards the liquidation of the 
building debt to the amount of 72/, 

On Thursday the 17th of June, the an- 
nual sermon for this institution was preached 
at Devonshire Square Chapel, by the Rey, 
Thomas Crisp of Bristol, who, in a very in- 
teresting manner and with traly Christian 
simplicity urged the claims which this and 
kindred theological seminaries have upon 
the support of the denomination. Several 
new subscribers entered their names, and 
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the sum collected at the doors was 371. 


16s. Gd. ¢ 


MANCHESTER. 


On Lord’s day, the 18th of April, a cha- 
pel, newly built, situated in George-street, 
was opened for public worship, The ser- 
mons were preached by the Rev. Dr. Stead- 
man and by the Rev. Win. Stephens of Roch- 
dale. Dr. S.’s text in the morning was 
Phil. 1.12., and Mr. Stephens’s, in the even- 
ing, Matt. xx. 25—27. The devational 
services were conducted by the Rev. Dr. 
Jack, of the Scotch Secession, Manchester ; 
Mr. Thompson, of Woodhead, near Cheadle, 
Staffordshire; and Mr. Rees, from the Brad- 
ford Academy. Before the close of the 
morning service, the members constituting 
the newly-formed church, standing up, gave 
each other the right band, in token of Chris- 
tian fellowship, and afterwards Dr. Stead- 
man addressed the church. After the after- 
noon service, the Doctor administered the 
Lord’s supper to between forty and fifty 
communicants. The collections towards 
defraying the expence of the purchase of the 
chapel, amounted to upwards of sixty-six 
pounds. 


SHIPDHAM, NORFOLK. 


On the 9th of April, a Baptist Chapel 
was opened in the centre of this large and 
populous village. Two sermons were preach- 
ed on the occasion, one in the afternoon by 
Mr. Kinghorn, of Norwich, from Psal. xxviii. 
9,—In the evening by Mr: Puntis, of Nor- 
wich, from Phil. ii. 16. The devotional 
parts of the services were conducted by Mr. 
Williams, of Dereham, Mr. Ilewett, of 
Swaffham, Mr. Kinghorn, and Mr. Puntis ; 
and the hymns were read by Mr. Thompson, 
of Fakenham, and Mr. Rowse, the minister 
of the place. 

The Baptists here have been patronized, 
and are still patronized by the Baptist Home 
Missionary Society, and the churches at 
Norwich under the pastoral care of Mr. 
Kinghorn and Mr. Puntis. Withoat the as- 
sistance kindly rendered by these friends of 
the Redeemer, the inhahitants of the vil- 
lage, and other adjacent villages, would have 
been nearly destitute of a gospel ministry ; 
but now it appears probable that a Christian 
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By the Supreme Disposer ‘of all events the Sovereign of these realms 
been called to resign his earthly crown. 
George IV. took place on Saturday, June 25, at a quarter past three o’cloc 
in the morning, in the sixty-eighth year of his age. It is too late'in the month 
to do more than merely record this national bereavement, the tidings of which 
will no doubt have reached our readers before the appearance of this pub- 
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church will be formed, ere long ; and it is 
hoped the divine blessing will accompany 
the means. 


ORDINATION. 


~——. 
WINCANTON, SOMERSET. 


‘On Thursday, April 8, 1830, Mr. George 
Day was publicly set apart to the pastoral 
office, over the recently-formed Baptist 
church, meeting at Union chapel, Wincanton. 
Mr. Chapman, of Yeovil, delivered the in- 
troductory address, and asked the usual 
questions ; Mr. Gough, of Wesibury Leigh, 
offered the ordination prayer and delivered 
the charge; and Mr. Price, of Montacute, 
preached to the people. Brethren Glan- 
ville of Warminster, Whitby of Yeovil, and 
Dymond of Skerborne, engaged in the devo- 
tional exercises of the day. 

Most of the persons composing this little 
flock were originally members of the Inde- 
pendent church at Wincanton, of which also 
Mr. Day was a deacon for many years. A 
separation took place in 1826, and the re- 
opening of the above chapel, which had been 
relinquished hy the Wesleyan Methodists. 
After some time, several of them, through 
searching the Scriptures, changed their views 
respecting the ordinance of baptism, and on 
Good Friday, 1829, Mr. Day and seven 
others were baptized at Yeovil by Mr. 
Chapman. More soon followed, and on the . 
19th of July in the same year, their union 
as a church of Christ was publicly recog- 
nized, and the minister by whom they had 
been baptized, administered to them the or- 
dinance of the Lord’s supper. 

The Head of the church continues to bless 
this part of his flock with much prosperity, 
and many are now waiting for admission to 
their fellowship. 

On the day after the ordination, a small, 
but neat meeting-house was opened for vil- 
lage preaching, in connection with this So- 
ciety, at Charlton Musgrove ; on which oc- 
casion, sermons were preached by Messrs. 
Chapman, Price, and Dymond, to overflow- 
ing congregations. 


NOTICE, 
Mr. D. M. Williams, of Stepney College, 
is engaged to supply at Little Wild-street 
duriog the months of July and August. 


THE KING. 


The death of our beloved King 


IRISH CH 


JULY, 


RONICLE, 


1830. 


ANNUAL MEETING. 


THE Sixteenth Anniversary of the Bar- 
TIsT IRISH SocreTy was held on the 18th 
of Juve, at the City of London Tavern, The 
speakers who addressed the Meeting were 
peculiarly happy in advocating the claims 
and recommending the objects of the So- 
ciety. The Report stated, that there were 
fifty-seven readers of the Irish Scriptures, 
one hundred and two day schools, and five 
hondred ministers. The expenditure had 
been supplied, with the exception of about 
200/. Several of the Members of the Com- 
mittee, impressed with a conviction that the 
present amount of income was insufficient, 
presented five pounds each, and agreed to 
double their annual subscription; an ex- 
ample which it is hoped will be generally 
imitated. The Treasurer, from the com- 
mencement of the Society, William Barls, 
Esq. has resigned his office, and has been 
succeeded by William Napier, Esq. for se- 
veral years a member of the Committee, 
who entered warmly on the duties of his 
office. 

The Meeting was opened by singing the 
117th Psalm, and prayer by the Rev. Wm, 
Southwood, when 


The Chairman rose, and said, that the 
assembly were well acqaainted with the ob- 
ject for which they were conveued, it was 
therefore quite unnecessary for him to oc- 
cupy any portion of their time upon that 
subject. The Report would detail the pro- 
ceedings of the Society during the past year; 
and several gentlemen, who had been ap- 
Pointed to conduct the proceedings, would 
‘address the assembly. 

The Rev. J. Ivimey, one of the secre- 
taries, then read the Report, of which the 
following is an abstract :— 

“ By referring to the First Annual Re- 
port, in 1815, it will be seen that the begin- 
ning of this Society was indeed very small. 
The Committee, it is said, resolved to estab- 
lish two schools in the neighbourhood of 
Sligo ; and at that time there was only one 
itinerant reader of the Irish Scriptures : this 


was Mr. William Moore, who has proved 
a remarkably useful man. His being en- 
gaged by the Committee to teach the native 
Irish the knowledge of religion, by reading 
to them the New Testament in their own 
language, is spoken of by the Committee in 
that Report, as what they considered ‘a 
particular interference of divine providence 5” 
and so it fas been found. Mr. Moore was 
an aged man then, and has been preserved 
till now ; and though eighty years of age, 
is still most extensively employed. The 
number at present employed, who read the 
Scriptures and explain them, both in the 
Trish and English languages, is fifty-seven. 

«« Mr. William Thomas, the Society’s 
itinerant at Limerick, says of the fourteen 
readers under his direction:—* I~ have 
placed them in important stafions, and un- 
der the superintendence and controul of the 
respectable and influential gentry of the 
country. They labour in very extensive 
districts, and have taught nainbers to read 
the Irish Scriptures; they have read the 
Bible, I believe, to tens of thousands, and, I 
hope, to the everlasting benefit of many,’ 

“Ose of the readers, who had gone from 
Limerick to Kilfera, a distance of sixty 
miles, says, ‘ It is impossible for me to de- 
scribe what God has wrought there, by the 
reading of the Holy Scriptures. I trust. 
many of them are brands plackeéd out of the 
burning.’ 

“ The readers also, who are situate in the 
province of Connaught, have been very use-’ 
ful. Mr. Wilson enumerates several re- 
markable cases; one of a man ninety years 
of age, who had been converted by the in- 
strumentality of Mr. William Moore. 

«< If the Committee cannot: mention nu- 
merous circumstances in which persons haye 
read their recantation of the Popish religion, 
by publicly embracing the Protestant faith, 
they could state many instances, which are 
probably stiil more satisfactory, ‘of, small © 
congregations assembling, in. the respective 
cabins of the readers of the Scriptures, for 
bearing the word of God read and ex- 
pounded, for mutua} conference, and social 
prayer. 

“ It is a very gratifying fact also, to find 
that many persons, who are still Roman Ca- 
tholics, mix with the new eonverts; and 
that it is common with them to compare the 
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Douay Testament with the Protestant Irish 
version, and express their satisfaction with 
the general coincidence of the translations. 

«‘In reporting the present state of the 
schools, the Committee are gratified in 
quoting an extract from a letter of Mr. 
Thomas, as to the schools under his super- 
intendence in the counties of Limerick and 
Clare :—‘ With respect to the schools, I am 
happy to say they are increasing in attend- 
ance, and the progress of the children is 
highly satisfactory. The number of chap- 
ters committed to memory, and the facility 
of the scholars in accomplishing it, is almost 
incredible. Some children, who were edu- 
cated entirely in our schools, have become 
excellent teachers of schools ; and several 
others are filling respectable and responsible 
situations, 

«From the returns of the quarter ending 
the 1st of April, there are eighty-two day 
schools, sixteen of which are exclusively for 
girls, who are taught knitting and sewing, in 
addition to reading, writing and arithmetic. 
The day schools have, in some instances, 
been violently opposed, bat, on the whole, 
the number of scholars has not been greatly 
diminished. The evening schools in which 
grown-up persons, are taught to read. the 
Scriptures in the Irish language, were very 
well attended throughout the winter months, 
“It was pleasing to behold,” says a corres- 
pondent, ‘ men, from fifty to seventy years 
of age, manifesting an anxious desire to be 
able to read, that they might search the 
Scriptures for themselves, and from them 
learn the right way of salvation. 

««Mr. Allen mentions a pleasing instance 
of nine adults, from twenty to thirty-five 
years of age, who, in the course of a few 
weeks learned to read the Irishlanguage ; to 
each of them he presented a copy of the New 
Testament : most of these were Roman Ca- 
tholics. 

“The Committee have, during the past 
year, engaged the Rev. James Allen, to 
settle at Ballina, instead of the Rev. J. P. 
Briscoe, who left the Society in order to be- 
come pastor of the Baptist church in the 
city of Cork. 

“« The thirst felt hy Mr. Allen to extend 
instruction in the native Irish language, has 
led him to visit Achill and Acbill-beg 
Islands, opposite Westport, to ascertain 
their condition. He has, in consequence, 
with the approbation of the Committee, sent 
one of the schoolmasters and Irish readers, 
a man of tried character and principles, to 
settle in those islands. As the population 
is very scattered, Mr. Allen thinks that the 
plan of the Gaelic Society, to have circulat- 
ing and ambulatory schools, will he best 
adapted to the state of the islanders ; the 
school-master being expected to unite with 
his labours of teaching the children, the still 
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higher object of readiug and expounding the 
Irish Scriptures to the adult population. 
The Meeting is requested to observe, that 
these islands are a new field of labour, as no 
other Society has sent Scriptural instructors 
to them. 

« The Society’s five itinerant ministers are 
most usefully employed, both in preaching 
the gospel and superintending the schools in 
their respective districts, 

“The Committee gratefully report, that, 
since the last-Annual Meeting, the Com- 
mittee of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, generously voted, on their applica- 
tion, 500 English Bibles, 800 English, and 
500 Irish Testaments. The Edinbargh 
Bible Society also kindly voted 1000 Eng- 
lish Testaments. The number of the first 
and second spelling books, during the same 
period, amounts to 3726. 

“The Society’s expenditure for the past 
year, has been supplied, excepting about 
2001, 

“The contributions in Ireland, though 
not quite equal to some former years, have 
been bestowed with expressions of ardent 
respect for the Society. 

“« From the circumstance that the great 
mass of the population, in the provinces of 
Munster and Connaught, ismade up of persons 
of the Roman Catholic religion, it is not won- 
derful the agents of the Society meet with oc- 
casional interruption from the priests of that 
communion, 

“This Society, it is acknowledged, com- 
pared with some others, is but as ‘ Gideon’s 
army ;’ having no carnal weapons ;. being 
supplied only with ‘trumpets and earthen 
pitchers, with Jamps within their pitchers,’ 
Believing, however, that they are engaged in 
a holy cause, and under the direction of the 
great Captain of salvation, ‘strong in the 
Lord, and the power of his might ;’ they 
feel confident, that, shouting ‘ The sword of 
the Lord and of Gideon!” the victory of Mi- 
dian will be repeated: or rather saying, 
‘ Christ, and his cross, is all our theme,’ He 
who hath always put his treasure into earthen 
vessels, that the excellency of the power 
may be of God, and not of men, will cause 
the light of the knowledge of his glory, in 
the face of Jesus Christ, to extend the 
triumphs of the gospel over the errors of 
popish superstition in Ireland ; until it shall 
be again said, to the honour of our God and 
Saviour, ‘For thou hast broken the yoke of 
his burden, and the staff of his shoulder, the 
rod of his oppressor, as in the day of Mi- 
dian.’ ” 

The Rev. Dr. Cox, in rising to propose. 
the first resolution, said, that as an appro- 
priate commencement of the observations 
he had to offer, he would take up the lan- 
guage which had been so emphatically and 
so properly introduced in the last paragraph 
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of the Report. ‘The sword of the Lord 
and of Gideon ;” or rather, 


«© Christ and his cross is all our theme.” 


Doubtless, the salvation of the cross was 
the great theme: but he would recall the 
attention of the Meeting for a moment to the 
ancient declaration, through which the Mi- 
dian conquest was gained, and which, rightly 
understood, was applicable to both dispen- 
sations—‘‘ the sword of the Lord and of 
Gideon.” He would beg them to observe 
the expression. It was a striking exempli- 
fication of the necessity of divine agency in 
combination with human instrumentality. 
There was the sword of the Lord—divine 
agency—and of Gideon—human instrumen- 
tality. The church was the instrument 
which God had seen fit to employ for the 
diffusion of Christianity, and therefore to 
translate the ancient language into that of 
the New Testament, they would say, ‘‘ The 
word of the Lord (which is the sword of the 
Spirit) and the efforts of the church.” 
Without the former nothing could be done ; 
without the latter nothing would be effected. 
The sword of the Lord was unsheathed. 
The word had been sent to the extremities 
of the world: it had been sent to Ireland, 
and was doing mighty execution. God had 
put the spiritual sword into the hands of 
men, that they might go forth and wield it ; 
and they would wield it with mighty effect, 
just in proportion as they were conscious of 
their own unworthiness in the task which 
was assigned them, When it inspired de- 
pendence upon the agency of God it would 
enkindle their holy zeal, inflame them to ac- 
tion, and produce the great effects they were 
taught to anticipate, and had a right to anti- 
cipate from its declarations. They would 
therefore say, the sword of the Lord and the 
instrumentality of the church. The Report 
in its commencement adverted to one consi- 
deration, to which it was very nataral to re- 
vert with pleasure, and with emotions of pe- 
culiar gratitude on an occasion like the pre- 
sent—he referred to the small beginuings of 
the work. It was stated, that in 1815, only 
one Scripture reader was engaged, and 
now, in the short space of a few years, no 
less than fifty-seven individuals were occu~- 
pied in that great and important duty in 
connection with this Society. ‘‘ Who hath 
despised the day of small things?” Cer- 
tainly not the individuals who had seen how 
the tall and wide spreading oak emerged 
from the small acorn. Certainly not the in- 
dividuals who, in marking the operations of 
God in nature, traced the rise of a noble 
river that flowed through a thousand vales, 
expanding as it travelled onwards to the 
mighty ocean, but which sprang from a small 
and insignificent stream, over which a man 
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might step. Certainly not the imdividuals 
who observed the progress of the morning 
light, from the first gleam of its lustre till it 
touched the mountain tops, and filled the in- 
tervening places with light and glory illu- 
minating all around. That man would not 
despise the day of small things, who remem- 
bered, that from an upper room in Jerusa- 
lem, in a small confracted circle, the first 
disciples of Christ went forth till Asia 
Minor, submitted to Christianity, and till 
the opponents of the Gospel trembled as 
they heard that every city was filled with 
what they called the malignant poison of 
Christianity. But it was this infusion of 
truth in human nature that would manifest 
itself in all the beautiful fertility of the 
Christian graces, from the rising of the sun 
unto the going down of the same. Then he 
(Dr. Cox) would say—Who had despised 
the day of small things as it regarded this 
Society? He wondered not that they had 
fifty-seven Scripture readers. He wondered 
not that its effects, as detailed in the Report, 
had so much increased. ‘‘ He must in- 
crease.’ Let that be the maxim of this So- 
ciety : let that consideration be continually 
kept in view. It was that consideration 
which raised and combined the energies of 
the Christian world. There was another 
point in the Report which be must touch 
upon; in fact, it constitated a very import- 
ant feature of this Society ; he meant the 
reading, not of the Scriptures only, bat of 
the Irish Scriptures. He anticipated that 
the Society would have many such men as 
John Nash, who not only read the sacred 
Scriptures, but who was able, and who felt 
himself animated by the truth he had learnt, 
to deliver discourses in the Irish language. 
Before the Irish could be induced to learn 
the English language, hundreds and thou- 
sands of them would go down to death with- 
out a proper attempt to arrest them in their 
mad career. There was another point which 
had been very properly introduced towards 
the conclusion of the Report, namely, the 
attitude which this Society assumed, and 
the spirit of uncompromising hostility, not 
to Catholics, bat to the system of popery. 
He approved of this institution on that ac- 
count. It was a delightful consideration 
that many Catholics had been brought to 
the investigation—what saith the Scripture ? 
If every man upon the face of the earth 
would go forth with that enquiry, the most 
important results would be seen to arise ; 
for ali the corruptions of Christianity in the 
world had originated in the neglect of the 
Scriptures as the only unchangeable ground 
of appeal. He would condemn the corrup- 
tions of Christianity in whatever form they 
appeared. Every thing that would not 
bear the test of the Scriptures was radically 
wropg. Men must be brought back to the 
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simple principles of the sacred word. Away 
with their external: decorations! their out- 
ward pomp’ and human rites and cere- 
monies! they had nothing to do with 
Christianity, and give him the simplicity 
that was in Christ. The Rev. Gentleman 
concluded hy moving the following Resolu- 
tion :— | 
Resolution 1.—‘‘ That this meeting ex- 
presses its approbation of the Report which 
has been read, and approves of its’ publica. 
tion’; because, from its details, it appears 
that the objects for which the’ Society was 
established have been steadily kept in view 
by those to whom the management of its 
affairs have been entrusted , and because of 
the evidence it contains, that the blessing 
of the God of all grace has attended the 
labours of the agents employed.” 
The Rev. I. Mann, A. M. bad always felt 
a great degree of sympathy towards Ireland, 
He had ever regarded the inhabitants of that 
country, as forming one of the most inter- 
esting portions of British subjects. The 
Trish people had, in all ages, as far as any 
history bad been furnished of them, distin- 
guished themselves by the benevolence of 
their minds, by their ardour, and by capabi- 
lity of doing great things when they were 
brought into action. He added, that ‘he 
sympathised with that land, and that he felt 
strong compassion for its inhabitants. Eng- 
lishmen ought to cherish such feelings on a 
variety of accounts. England was enriched 
with the wealth of Ireland. The present 
Meeting had been convened to promote the 
welfare of that country, but it was a well- 
known fact, that a number of Irish noble- 
men were constantly spending their property 
in this land, were constantly enriching 
Britain, while she had scarcely any means 
of returning the good she was receiving. It 
was however, a delightful consideration that 
by sending the Gospel to Ireland, they were 
conferring blessings eternal in their nature. 
The great point would seem to be, bow 
those blessings could*be brought most point- 
eedly and forcibly before their minds. He 
rejoiced in the establishment of religion in 
his: native country up to a ‘certain point. 
Where. any persons: connected with the es- 
tablisbment heartily and truly sustained the 
cause of Jesus Christ, there he rejoiced in 
the establishment of religion, But it was 
the Dissenter that must ‘carry the’ Gospel to 
its fullest ioflaence, and to its entire ascen- 
danoy in the sister kingdom of Ireland. 
Were he’ a member of the Ustablished 
Church of this country, he should always 
fear being met with remarks of the follow- 
ing nature :—“-I believe, Sir, that your 
Church clanns a right to decree rites and 
ceremonies ; you regard ‘something spring- 
ing from tradition as binding upon you in 
religion; you present canons ‘and erceds and 
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‘articles to.-which I: am called upon to sub- 

scribe, If your church have authority to 
decree these rites and ceremonies — if it 
have tradition to.enforce upon my conscietice 
—if it have all these articles to which I am 
to subscribe with-my whole “heart, whence 
has it received that authority.” Would 
not the Roman Catholic ask him whether he 
did not reveive them from him? Would not 
the Catholics say to him were he a member of 
the Established Church, ** Are we not your 
fathers, and if it be right to take a part of 
our good, you had better come to us and 
take the whole of it.” Asa dissenter he 
(Mr. M.) could’ meet the Catholic and say, 
No, [ am very glad to see the: wisdom of 
your Bishops, I am very glad to hear any 
thing that will throw light across my mind, 
but this New Testament is my guide, and all 
these go for nothing with me, I mast have 
Jesus Christ and him alone. He (Mr. M.) 
would’ remark, that the Irish were distin- 
guished by the benevolence of their minds. 
When travelling through different parts of 
Ireland he bad observed, that after giving a 
halfpenny to a beggar, the man bowed his 
head, and expressed bis gratitude as long as 
he could be seen, but an English mendicant 
needed to be taught to say thank you, for 
six months together. If the mind who had 
so much good feeling, so much gratitude, 
could be consecrated to Jesus Christ, what 
would it not accomplish? He rejoiced to 
think that by means of the New Testament 
and the Irish Readers, the happiest effects, 
under the influence of the eternal God, might 
be produced in the sister kingdom. He 
begged to second the resolution. 

Rev. James Shiels, from Ulster, moved 
the next resolution. 

11.“ That it affords the Meeting pecu- 
liar satisfaction to learn the: improvement 
as to their capacity for increased usefal- 
ness, which bas taken place among those 
who are employed us the Scripture readers 
of the Society: and especially that several 
of them, to whom the Irish language is ver- 
nacular, are considered as qualified by their 
piety and knowledge; and gifts for public 
speaking, to be employed as preachers of the 
Gospel in the English’ and Irish languages.” 

If from a personal knowledge of ‘facts, he 
could contribute to encourage their hearts, 
he should rejoice. In conducting the affairs 
of a Soviety having for its object the disse- 
mination of that Gospel, which is the wisdom 
and power of God, to serve them that be- 
lieve, there was one ground of consolation 
upon which its friends may always safely 
rest. It was this, that God was the author 
of that Gospel; tbe knowledge of which is 
Jesus Christ, it was their design to make 
known. He stood at the helm: of the ma- 
chinery for its dissemination, and ensured its 
success: by his promises: The Scriptures 
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for many, many years were not printed in 
the native language of the Irish, ‘Fhe first 
edition of the New Testament was given to 
them inthe year 1603, by Archbishop Daniel; 
and about thirty years afterwards, that good 
and excellent and beloved Bedell; Bishop of 
Kilmore, commenced the study of the Irish 
language when sixty years of age, for the 
purpose of conferring upon the people the 
Bible in their native tongue. After toiling 
for years, he terminated his labours and 
anxieties, without discovering: his success, 
by the breaking out of that awfal eruption, 
the rebelJion, But thank God, the work 
epon which he had set his heart, was not 
long left unaccomplished. The Rev. Gentle- 
men, then furnished a detailed account of the 
progress of biblical literature in Ireland, and 
made a powerful appeal to the meeting on 
behalf of circulating the Scriptures, in the 
native language, 

The Rev. J. P. Saffrey, of Salisbury, se- 
conded the resolution, and urged the claimsof 
the Society to the support of the Chris- 
tian public, chiefly on the ground that it em- 
ployed a machinery admirably adapted to 
check the infidelity of Ireland. 

The Rev. Thos. Griffin, of Prescott-street, 
moved the next resolution. 

IJI,.—' That this Meeting has heard with 
feelings of regret, that the want of increased 
funds for several years past, ‘has prevented 
the extension of the Society’s operations in 
regard to enlarging the number of its schools; 
and the employment of more readers of the 
Scriptures; and, therefore, strongly recom- 
mends that attempts be made during the 
present year, to enlarge its pecuniary re- 
sources.” 

After reading the resolution, the Rev. Gen- 
tleman said his text related to money, and he 
thought there were four reasons, why every 
person present should contribute, what be or 
she could to the funds of the Society. These 
reasons were the following : first, the popu- 
lation of Ireland, which was enveloped in 
such darkness, was very large ; second, Ire- 
land had scarcely at any time been treated 
with common justice by England, and, there- 
fore, we ought to treat her with common 
mercy ; third, Ireland would be to this coun- 
try a pestilential bog, or a mine of wealth ; 
fourth, Ireland was degraded with the most 
awfal superstitions. The Rev. Gentlemen 
then proceeded to enlarge upon each of these 
topics, and exhorted his audience to aug- 
ment their contributions. ; 

Mr. A. Sanuders, one of the Committee said 
it had been proposed some time: since, that 
some of the schools of the Society should be 
given up, because the funds were inadequate 
to support them.. That, however, he could 
not agree to, and he asked the Meeting to 
let their funds flow into the treasury of the 
Society, that such an alternative might be 


prevented. Part of the debt of 250). had 
been paid off, bat if they wished to evange- 
lize Ireland, they must: exert themselves 
more than they had hitherto done. 

The Rey. J. Birt, of Manchester, moved 
the next resolution, 

IV.— That the inseparable connection 
between divine influence and human agency 
is so evidently of divine appointment, that, 
while this Meeting feels the imperative 
necessity of augmented zeal, benevolence, 
and activity to sustain and warry ferward the 
varied and valuable designs of this Institu- 
tion; it is, above all things, impressed with 
the unspeakable importance of fervent, avited, 
and continued prayer for that effectual bles- 
sing, which is essential to the wisdom of its 
counsels, and the efficacy of its operations.” 

The motion which he had to propose to'the 
Meeting, was not only excellent initself, bat 
very appropriate at this moment of the Meet- 
ing. It referred to the inseparable connec- 
tion between divine influence and human 
agency. He had been much pleased with 
the whole of the Report, but especially with 
the allusion it made to the historical fact 
usually commemorated with the quotation, 
“« The sword of the Lord and of Gideon.” 
He had been moch pleased, when the al- 
fusion was seized upon by his esteemed 
friend Dr. Cox, because in his hands it 
had led to a coarse of illustration, admir- 
ably leading to the resolution which he 
(Mr. B.) had to propose. It would not avail 
us to say, personally we have inflicted no in- 
jaries on Ireland; for at least this would 
only be the meagre and vain excuse of the 
priest and levite, that they had done the 
traveller no harm, personally, and therefore, 
were not called to administer to his relief, 
When he spoke of injuries inflicted on Ire- 
land, he alluded to something which had 
been well stated by a gentlemen from that 
country, who had previously addressed the 
Meeting—the determined opposition which 
had existed for a long time to the iutro- 
duction of lightsand»knowledge, and par- 
ticularly of scriptural knowledge, into the 
country, There hads.beem Jucid intervals, 
in which provision had been.made, to some 
trifling extent, to enlighten Ireland, but 
they were only of a momentary kind, and 
were resisted by the whole power of pre- 
judice and bigotry. Still, however, he re- 
joiced to see the beginning that had been 
made, and thought it furnished an assurance 
that the time was not far distant, when a 
great change would be effected, This so- 
ciety, he was happy to say, had found the 
benefit.of acting upon these principles, and 
walking according to the rule, of combin- 
ing divine agency with human instrumenta- 
lity. Allusion had been made to the practice 
of sending round agents ; and he could bear 
witness tothe benefit that bad arisen from 
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that in his own town. © Mr. Davis’ visit 
was at this moment still spoken of with af- 
fection.and delight. 

Rev. John Shoveller. He remembered 
hearing of a certain individaal who was ap- 
plied to for bis contribution to a mission, 
upon which he asked, ‘* Do you think you 
can convert the heathen world,” to which 
the answer was, “ It is at least our duty to 
exert ourselves to the utmost, and we ex- 
pect the Divine influence!” ‘< Oh,”’ said he, 
* if you expect the Almighty to help you, I 
have nothing more to say.” And so it was 
here: it was not on their own labours they 
relied, but they expected the Divine influ- 
ence in their aid. They expected the sword 
of the spirit to be employed, and not only 
was it to be employed, but it must be wield- 
ed by Him in order to make that sword ef- 
fectual in piercing the hearts of sinners. 


Richard Foster, Esq. of Cambridge : He 
had seen their ageut from Ireland within the 
last few days, and he bad told him that he 
had been to the sister university of Oxford, 
Having called on the master of one of the 
colleges there, he found him reading Dr. 
Gill’s Commentary: the agent said, that he 
preferred Scott’s Commentary ; but the mas- 
ter gave the preference to Gill’s : he should 
not have mentioned this little circumstance, 
however, but with a view of shewing how 
unnecessary it was to discuss their respec- 
tive minor differences. When the enemy 
was six millions strong, it was no time to 
discuss whether one .part of the army they 
had to oppose to them was fitter for horse or 
for infantry—whether one was too little for 
a drummer, or another too tall for a grena- 
dier :—all that they had toe do was to face 
the enemy and march forward ; and when 
they had gained the victory, it would be 
time enough to settle their own differences. 
He was no prophet, nor the son of a pro- 
phet, and yet he could not help auguring 
better days for Ireland. They had the 
most sublime of all objects in view in en- 
deavouring to convey into effect the designs 
of God. He then moyed— 


V.— That acting upon the Scriptural 
doctrine ‘ Honour to whom honour,’ this 
Meeting presents its cordial thanks to Wil- 
liam Burls, Esq. who from the commence- 
ment of the Society has sustained the office 
of Treasurer ; and regret that his continued 
indisposition has made it necessary he should 
resign his office. They hereby also acknow- 
ledge their sense of obligation to Mr. W. 
Burls, jun. for the kind attention he has 
paid to the concerns of the Society since 
the period of his esteemed father’s lamented 
affliction. The Meeting also agree to ap- 
point William Napier, Esq. as the Trea- 
surer for the year ensuing; and request the 
Rev. Messrs. Ivimey and Pritchard to con- 


Trish Chronicle. 


tinue their gratuitous services as the Secre- 
taries for the same period.” 

Rev. J. P. Mursell, of Leicester : He felt 
the greatest pleasure in numbering himself 
as one of an assembly ‘which had met to ad- 
vocate the cause of oppressed and de- 
pressed Ireland; and in his opinion, this 
Society had never occupied so prominent a 
place as really belonged to it. It certainly 
ought to have been wrought out to a more 
conspicuous aspect. The attention of the 
churches in the country ought to be more 
directed towards it. He should be ex- 
tremely happy if some plan could be adopt- 
ed to benefit this Society, but for himself he 
could only pledge himself this year to col- 
lect 20]. for it. 

Mr. Napier, in returning thanks for bis 
appointment as treasurer, said, he had never 
felt himself in a better situation than he 
then was. All he now wanted was funds, 
though he could not despair of them, for 
they had often been driven to such an emer- 
gency, that they did not know what to do, 
and had as often been assisted by that 
Power who provided grass for the cattle. 

Rev. Jos. Ivimey, in returning thanks, 
said, that he was thankful that he was still 
able to devote his time to the objects of the 
institution. He must still ask them to in- 
crease their subscriptions, for they did not 
yet amount to his standard, which was 
5000/. a year for the next seven years, and 
after that 10,0001. a year till Popery was 
exterminated in Ireland. 

Rev. Thomas Welsh, of Newbury: There 
was no society in existence that had more of 
his approbation than this, for the promotion 
of the kingdom of Christ in the sister king- 
dom. He was glad that it was not ile ob- 
ject of this Society to wink at the errors of 
popery, but to oppose them with weapons 
not carnal, Ireland had a powerful appeal 
to their pity, but while their sympathy was 
awakened they had to attend to a still 
higher principle. If he might judge by the 
sensation where he resided, there was more 
feeling for the Trish than ever, and the mi- 
nisters had only to turn out and begin to beg 
to induce the people to put their hands into 
their pockets. At Newbury a collection bad 
been made for Ireland during the last nine 
or ten years, and the Baptist Missionary So- 
ciety was not 11, the poorer for it. For 
himself he could not help thinking it a pity 
that there was not more doing and less talk- 
ing. He then moved— 

VI.—<* That the Meeting request the 
following gentlemen to be the Committee 
for the next year, one-third of whom, in- 
stead of an equal number who have retired, 
are selected according to the standing rule 
of the Society, viz. :—— Messrs. Thos. Bick- 
ham, Gilbert Blight, Edward Buttenshaw, 
William Bowser, John Chandler William 
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Cozens, John Danford, Job Heath, Samuel 
Jackson, Joseph Ivimey, jun., James Low, 
James Lowther, Stephen Marshall, Thomas 
Merrett, Paul Millard, John Parr, William 
Paxon, John Penny, Alexander Saunders, 
William L. Smith, Robert Stock, John 
Walkden, Joseph Warmington, Samuel 
‘Watson, Eleazer Wilkinson, B. C. Wilms- 
hurst, and Charles Young. And that Messrs. 
Wilkinson and Young be the Auditors. 

Rev. Thomas Middleditch, of Biggles- 
wade, intreaied the Society to keep in view 
the salvation of immortal souls, and the ob- 
ject which they had in view in Ireland, which 
was to bring it in the knowledge of the cross. 
They were not to consider whether they 
were Protestants or Catholics, but if they 
were strangers to God’s redeeming grace, 
they were to exert their best energies in 
their behalf. ti 

Rev. Jos. Ivimey intreated the Meeting to 
remember that they were not there either 
as Dissenters or as Baptists: for on this 
occasion they were content to merge their 
individual opinions in the feeling that they 
were Protestants. 

Rev. Wm. Giles moved a vote of thanks 
to the Chairman, which was seconded by 
the Rev. Wm. Shenstone, and carried unani- 
mously :— 

“That the Meeting, sensible of the fa- 
your again conferred by him upon the So- 
ciety, present its respectful thanks to the 
Chairman, J. E. Gordon, Esq. R.N., for 
the ability with which he has presided on 
the present occasion.” 

The Chairman disclaimed all obligation 
on the part of the Society towards him. If 
he had done anything, there was mach to 
humble him as to the manner in which it had 
been done, and he therefore said, ‘ Not 
unto me, oh Lord, but unto thy name be the 
praise.” As often as he came among them 
he felt the better for it, and he therefore 
was the obliged party. There were a few 
observations which he wouid take the liberty 
of making. It appeared to him, that they 
were but imperfectly acquainted with the 
moral condition of the Irish; nor was it till 
they were placed by the side of the Hindoo, 
the Hottentot, the Caffre, and the Esqui- 
maux, that their situation was rightly ap- 
preciated. The Romish Charch claimed to 
be a Christian Church ; and indeed there 
were some Protestants that thought it was 
so. He would not take upon him to assert 
that its disciples could not be saved ; but 
this he would say, that if they were saved, 
it would be in despite of that church, and 
not by that church, In his opinion, therefore, 
the claim of the Irish Catholic was the same 
as that of the heathen, except that it was 
superior, inasmuch as it was more domestic, 
and mixed with their home feelings, on 
which account the Christians of this country 
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were specially responsible for them, But 
even beyond’ this, they possessed other 
claims; and claims connected with our own 
interests. The steamboats were bringing 
them over to this country in crowds, and 
wherever a hundred were collected, there a 
priest was sure to find his way, and the con- 
sequence was, that as he found his own con- 
gregation too poor to support him, he set 
about making converts as fast as he could, 
and it was for this reason that Catholicism 
had been gaining so fast on the Protestant 
Charch in this country. He had made a tour 
through Lancashire last year, and had gained 
some interesting information on this subject : 
in Preston in the year 1821, there were but 
3000 Catholics, but in 1829 they had in- 
creased to 11,000. In 1812 there were 
200,000 children under instruction in Ire- 
land : in the year 1825, that number had in- 
creased to 600,000: the number attending 
on strictly scriptural schools in 1812, was 
only 20,000 ; in 1825, it amounted to 400,000; 
the whole number of readers in Ireland, now 
amounted to ahout 250, of which this Society 
had more than contributed its share. “The 
effect of all this had been to spread at least 
a twilight in place of the darkness which 
had previously pervaded the country, and 
had even Jed to a discussion of the odious 
principles of popery, even at its very altars. 
At Tyrone and Westmeath, the people had 
requested their priests to come forward and 
discuss the various topics of their faith ; and 
so much had they forgotten their former im- 
plicit obedience, that at Galway, they refused 
to receive the priest appointed by the Bi- 
shop, and on the Bishop continuing obstinate, 
they all crowded to service in the parochial 
church, and it was as much as the minister 
could do after service to escape being car- 
ried home on the shoulders of the populaec. 

A psalm was then given out by the Rev. 
Mr. Ivimey, which having been sung, the 
Meeting separated. 
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Subscriptions and Donations in aid of this Society will be thankfully 
received at the Baptist Missionary House, No. 6, Fen Court, Fen- 
church Street, London: or by any of the Ministers and Friends whose 
names are inserted in the Cover of the Annual Report. 


BAPTIST MISSION. 


HOME PROCEEDINGS, 


ANNUAL MEETING. 


We are perfectly aware that to employ, 
year after year, the language of joyful com- 
placency, in describing the proceedings at 
our Annual Meeting, may be regarded by 
some as the mere result of prolonged habit, 
if not even as indicating a spirit of worldly 
policy. But whether any other feelings than 
those of grateful satisfaction and delight, 
ought to be cherished in reference to the 
services jast closed, is a question we are 
quite willing to refer to those who attended 
on them, while we attempt to furnish as 
faithful an outline of them as it is in our 
power to give. 

The Committee met their ministering bre- 
thren from the country as usual, on ‘Tuesday 
morning, at Salters’ Hall Chapel, John 
Broadley Wilson, Esq. the’ esteemed Trea- 
surer, being in the chair. About sixty 
friends were present, to whom a variety of 
information was given respecting the pro- 
gress of the society during the past year ; 
and the pleasing contrast between the pre- 
sent financial state of the mission, and that 
in which it was placed at the corresponding 
period in the last year, was felt by all to be 
a cause of devout gratitude, and an argu- 
ment to renewed trust and confidence in 
God on any future occasion of the same 
kind. 

At the kind invitation of the Rev. James 
Upton, who has for more than forty years 
presided over the numerous church and con- 
gregation, assembling in Church’ Street, 
Blackfriars, a number of ministers break- 
fasted together on Wednesday morning, in 
the spacious vestry attached to his place of 
worship, when two or three hours were 
spent in Breer and friendly Christian in- 
tercourse. From thence the friends present 
adjourned to the more public service at the 
Wesleyan Chapel in the City Road, which 
was again kindly lent by the trustees for 


the morning annual sermon. Service com- 
menced soon after eleven o'clock, when after 
Mr. Steane of Camberwell: had read the 
Scriptures and presented prayer and thanks- 
giving to God, the Rev. John Brown, A.M, 
of Edinburgh delivered a discourse’ emi- 
nently characterised for its scriptural sen- 
timents, ardent atlachment. to the cause of 
missions, and fervid eloquence. » The: pas- 
sage selected as the foundation of his. ser- 
mon was Psalm ii, 8, %¢ Ask, and I Will 
give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, 
and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy 
possession.” After some introductory re-' 
marks, in which he shewed: the salvation of 
a lost world by the mediation of the Lord 
Jesus, to be the great subject of Revelation— 
that the mediation of Christ consists’ in 
causing the salvation of men to harmonize 
with the divine perfections, and in putting 
them individually in possession of happiness— 
that, as in the economy of redemption the’ 
Saviour occupies an inferior station to the 
Father, so divineagency to carry on the de- 
signs of heayen, is only put forth insconse- 
quence of the expressed will of the glorified 
God-man Christ Jesus; and that Jehovah 
ever delights to pat high lLonour on the Son 
on account of his mediation, and vives us as 
Christians all the blessings we enjoy on ‘ac- 
count of his merits and friendship—he 
proposed J. To state the doctrine of Scrip: 
ture in reference to the intéreéssion of 
Christ on behalf of the Missionary enter- 
prise; and 2, to shew the influence this’ 
truth should have on our minds who are’én~ 
gaged in carrying on this ‘enterprise. In 
the illustration of his first head he adduced 
the testimony of Scripture to shew’ that the 
intercession of Christ related both 'to the 
object and the means of this great undertak- 
ing. ‘The Redeemer died for the salvation 
of sioners, and hence it must even now be’ 
an object near to his heart. A variety of 
impressive quotations were made in proof 
of this remark, in connection with the text, 
sach as Psa. Ixxxix. 27—29; Isa. liii. 12 ,. 
John xvii, 20—24,'&c. The means of its 
accomplishment he considered to result from’ 
the intercession of Jesus, especially that: 
FF 
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means by far more important than all others, 
the exertion of divine influence. This, which 
leads to personal sacrifices for the sake of 
the gospel, and to annihilate the differences 
between true Christians, which gives the 
holy union essential to prosperity, imparts 
wisdom to devise right plans and patience 
to execute them, forms the character of 
missionaries, supports them under trials, 
and gives them success, was prayed for by 
the Saviour before his death ; that this bless- 
ing might be given us he died ; and because 
he is now glorified the spirit descends. In 
proceeding to shew the influence this truth 
should have on our minds in carrying on 
this holy enterprise, he vemarked that it 
sbews us the dignity and importance of such 
undertakings, impresses our minds with the 
fact that,we are doing what is pleasing to 
our Lord Jesus Christ, affords us the most 
abundant assurance of all necessary aid in 
the performance of daties relating to it, and 
inspires us with confidence that our under- 
taking must succeed, ‘This powerful and 
excellent discourse was closed by shewing 
that. those who pursue not the glory of 
Christ cannot possess his Spirit, that it be- 
comes us to be humble in the review of the 
feebleness of our exertions in its promotion, 
and that we are éncouraged to united, fer- 
vent, believing prayer, by the recollection 
that the dispensations of Providence tend, 
under the government of the Saviour, to ac- 
complish the designs of his mercy ; and that 
his intercessions are united with our prayers 
that the whole earth may be filled with his 
glory. Suitable hymns were given out by 
Messrs. Murch of Stepney, Winter of Bris- 
tol, and Tyso of Wallingford, and the ser- 
vice was closed with prayer by Mr. Copley 
of Oxford. 

Tn the evening, the usual service at Surrey 
Chapel, was attended by a very numerous 
congregation, Mr. Upton, sen. of London, 
and Mr. Gray of Northampton, gave out the 
hymns ; and Mr. Ivimey, after reading the 
Scriptures, engaged in prayer. Mr, J. H. 
Hinton of Reading, then delivered a sermon 
admirably adapted to impress the mind with 
the comparative feeblencss of the exertions 
hitherto made to convert the heathen world, 
and to rouse into exercise the energies which: 
God has given to his church. His text was 
Isa. lit. 1. ‘* Awake, awake, put on thy 
strength, O Zion.” After shewing that the 
passage may properly be applied to the Chris- 
tian church, before which brilliant prospects 
are opening, he proceeded to observe that 
he should dirett the attention of his hearers 
to two classes of topics, those which justt- 
fied the appeal in the text, and those which 
enforced it. Under the first head ‘he ob- 
served, first, that the text assumes that God 
had imparted to his church the strength 
weeded for the accomplishment of the in- |. 
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tended designs, having furnished her with 
bis word, the great instrament by which 
the Spirit of Jehovah converts the world ; 
Secondly, that it implies a state of inade- 
quate exertion, Here a deficiency was 
shewn to exist, both in pecuniary contribu- 
tions, and in individual personal exertions 
for the spiritual benefit of others, Secondly, 
he considered the topics which enforce the 
appeal in the text. Such as the interesting 
character of the objects to be obtained, the 
increase of the church itself, the happiness 
of the world, the glory of Jehovah. The 
proximity of the most blessed results ; suc- 
cess stimulates to Jabour, and triumph is at 
hand. The necessity of exertion in order 
to the expected result. God always works 
by means when there are instruments adapt- 
ed to the end; and the results we desire 
are suspended on our obedience. © Every 
thing is waiting and encouraging os to an 
effort proportionate to the object we have 
in view. This powerful-appeal to the judg- 
ments and feelings of his bearers was closed 
by av animated exhortation to immediate, 
zealous, and persevering labour for the con- 
version of the world, and by an affectionate 
address to the unconverted to arouse their 
fears, and to seek the salvation they had too 
long neglected. The Rey. H. F. Burder 
of Hackney closed the service of the day 
with prayer. : 

At the Prayer Meeting held at Eagle 
Street, on Thursday morning, Messrs. Gard- 
ner of Burton Latimer, Packer of High 
Wycombe, and William Upton of St. Al- 
han’s, led the devotions of the assembly. A 
suitable address was delivered by the Rev. 
Thomas Winter of Bristol. 

At eleven, a very large congregation was 
convened in Spa Fields Chapel. The meet- 
ing having been commenced with singing, 
prayer was offered by the Rev. John Smith 
of Ilford, after which— 

The Chairman, (Join Foster, Esq. of 
Biggleswade) rose and said, that in ocen- 
pying the station to which the kindness of 
the committee had urged him, he was sen- 
sible that both on the right hand and on the 
left, he was supported by kind and indal- 
gent friends ; but it would be strange in- 
deed, if he did not at the same time feel, 
that to the greater part of that large and 
respectable assembly, he was personally a 
stranger. There was one relieving circum- 
stance, however, namely, that the important 
object of the meeting united them all in 
one great social family, and would give, 
even to an entire stranger, as well as the 
weakest advocate, the claims of a brother 
and a friend. But the idea of social and 
friendly compact was not only pleasing to 
him in his present circumstances, but it 
afforded an encouragement to every Chris- 
tian in his attempt to promote the cause of 
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their common Redeemer. Union of affec- 
tion in religious associations appeared to 
him to be the great uniting principle that 
bound the hearts of Christians to each other ; 
it prompted and united them to co-operative 
exertion in the promotion of the best of 
causes. It was scarcely possible for them 
to reflect on recent events connected with 
these meetings, without feeling a strong 
conviction that a sacred influence had been 
granted in answer to prayer, to evconrage 
the minds and animate the faith of Chris- 
tians to almost unparalleled exertion. Those 
persons in the present assembly, who were 
advanced in life, and who could remember 
the past thirty or forty years, would feel 
surprised in contrasting what they now wit- 
nessed with the state of that part of the 
Christian world, in this kingdom, to which 
he had referred. He well remembered, that 
after the Baptist Missionary Society had 
been established, and when the London Mis- 
sionary Society held its first meeting, a 
friend said to him, ‘‘ This is only a flash of 
fire, that will soon be extinguished.” But 
this good friend was mistaken, in more re- 
spects than one. If the commencement of 
these societies were compared with their 
present state, it would be seen that the 
former was bat a spark which had been 
kindled into a flame of holy love and zeal 
for the salvation of sinners, which, he trust- 
ed, would continue to spread until it illu- 
minated and enlivened the whole habitable 
globe. Surely they must discern the signs 
of the times, The timid, who had trembled 
for the safety of the ark and the cause of 
God, were encouraged ; the luke-warm and 
the indifferent were roused to activity ; even 
the sceptical appeared to be convinced, and 
the faith of the prayerful was confirmed. 
God was proceeding in an extraordinary 
way to fulfil his own gracious purposes, and 
the predictions respecting the kingdom of 
his dear Son, Those who were favoured 
to hear the excellent discourse delivered on 
the preceding morning, would be reminded, 
from the circumstances to which he (the 
Chairman) had referred, of the intercession 
of Christ in heaven, and their faith would 
be invigorated by the delightful assurance 
that what bad been asked in beaven was 
about to be accomplished on earth—namely, 
that God would give to his Son the heathen 
for his inheritance, and the uttermost parts 
of the earth for his possessions. There was 
a vast moral engine svt in motion by al- 
mighty power, in connexion with which the 
various labourers could work in concert; 
and he rejoiced to say, there was the hap- 
piest proof that a union of Christian ex- 
ertion existed at the present day, to ap 
unparalleled degree. In the proceedings 
of God there was a holy grandeur which 
commanded the energies, and which often 


307 


elicited and consecrated the talents of the 
wise and learned, while at the same time 
there was in missionary operations a sweet, 
majestic influence, which drew forth the 
prayers and endeavours of the humblest 
Christian. One very encouraging circum- 
stance was the enlarged attendance at public 
meetings, There were no symptoms of re- 
laxation, no symptome of indifference in the 
sacred cause. When he looked round upon 
so large and respectable an assembly as the 
present, he could not but feel convinced 
that a mighty influence rested on the minds 
of Christians to aid the sacred object of 
missions. ‘I'he sum of money collected for 
missivnary purposes confirmed the remark 
be had made, Three missionary societies, 
the London, the Wesleyan, and that con- 
nected with the Established Charch, re- 
ceived in the aggregate about 150,000/, per 
anuum, Those were all gallant vessels ; 
their sails were unfurled to receive the 
winds of heaven, and they were steering in 
a prosperous course; but the Baptist Mis- 
sionary Society had also strong and urgent 
claims upon Christian benevolence. That 
Society was embarked in the same glorious 
cause as the others. 


«Then let our little bark attendant sail, 
Pursue the triumph, and partake ihe 
gale.” 


He was sure that the Baptist Missionary 
Society had become increasingly endeared 
to: many by the difficulties it had encoun- 
tered and the trials it had endured, and 
also by the success with which it had 
pleased the eternal God to crown its labours. 
it would be found, from the report, that 
there never had been a period since the 
establishment of the Society, when its pros- 
pects were so cheering, its success so great, 
and the manifestations of the divine blessing 
so numerous, as during the past year. The 
Baptist Missionary Society had been instru- 
mental in leading thousands from the dark- 
ness, cruelty, and idolatry of heathenism’ 
into the way of salvation, and thus there 
had been an ample reward for all the pecu~ 
niary exertions that had been made. He 
must, however, be permitted to say, that 
past exertions had heen totally inadequate 
to furnish missionaries, according to the 
wants of the heathen. There was another 
topic on which he would briefly touch. If 
an additional circumstance were wanting to 
confirm their faith, and at the same time to 
animate them in their exertions, it would 
be found in the unity of affectious which, he 
hed already hinted, prevailed in the Chris- 
tian church. He remembered attending a 
county association of tbe Wesleyan Mis- 
sionary Society, about sixteen years ago, 
where he met with one of the excellent se-: 
cretaries of the Parent Institution, who 
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urged him to speak to Dr. Ryland and Mr. 
Fuller, on. the importance of sending mis- 
sionaries to. the West Indies., He (the 
Chairman) .conld never forget the remark 
with which the rey. gentleman closed his 
observations: ‘* Do not let them be afraid 
that we shall be jealous, there is room 
enough for all our exertions, and for five 
or ten times more than we can bring into 
the field.” He would now call upon the 
secretary to read the report, and he was 
well persuaded that the appeals which would 
be made to their liberality, would not be 
made in vain. 

. The Rev. John Dyer then read the re- 
port and the statement of cash accounts for 
the, year, from which it appeared that the 
total receipts.of the past year amounted to 
17,1851.14s. 3d., the expenditure to 16,5831. 
3s. 2d., leaving a balance in the Trea- 
surer’s hands of 602/. 11s. 1d., which sum, 
however, had been expended subsequently 
fo the account being drawn out. 

The Rev. T. S. Crisp, (of Bristol).—Tbe 
encouraging details of the repert proved in 
a very striking manner that God had during 
the past year pnt, forth his.arm .of strength 
in order to give efligacy to the feeble efforts 
of man. Let every person present read that 
report, thank God, and take courage. But 
they must not forget that a sense of duty— 
aregard to what was right in the sight of 
God, ought at.al! times to be a sufhcient 
motive to ection; indeed it was sometimes 
worse than useless to appeal to any other 
source. If any thing was kind aud gener- 
Oas, Was it not an attempt to give the widest 
diffusion to the greatest blessings? If any 
thing was great and hononrable, was it not 
fo act in the spirit of the gospel, that gospel 
which sprang from the love of God, and 
breathed benevolence towards all mankind ? 
It, might be asked whether they bad any 
proof that God was blessing the labours of 
the Society, and whether he had given them 
any encouragement with regard to the fu- 
ture. He wonld say in reply, ‘‘ Examine 
the facts of the case. Unfold the map of 
missionary exertion, Look at the shores 
which missionaries have already visited, and 
the stations they are now occupying. Look 
at ove smal] space only within the map. 
Take the accounts that have been given of 
the short period-of the last twelve months, 
See the facts that present themselves to 
your attention, of churches being established 
and enlarged—of the increased nymber of 
inquirers after trutl—of the aged as well as 
the young becoming evlightened—of those 
who are ready to endure persecution, and 
forsake all their earthly connexions for the 
sake of Christ.”? Let them look at all those 
things, and say whether they had not en- 
couragement to go forward. From almost 


all the stations of labour the most encou- | 
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raging accounts had been received, and at 
many of them the good effected was upon 
a most extensive scale. Look at that one 
delightful statement, that in the West In- 
dies, within a period of twelve months, 
1,400 members were added to the church, 
after deducting the losses by death and 
otherwise. When some of these facts were 
anpounced in the Missionary Herald, a 
prayer-ineeting was held at Bristol, and 
thanks were presented to God for the tid- 
ings, and supplications were offered to the 
Throne of Grace, that those refreshing drops 
might be followed by copious showers, 
There was a period, as the Chairman had 
justly observed, when many would have 
looked upon efforts like these with no little 
contempt ; and some worldly minded men 
did pronounce missionary exertions to be 
entirely visionary. That period, however, 
had passed by, and the motto of expecting 
yreat things, and attempting great things, 
had not only been acted upon, but accom- 
panied with great success. Great things 
bad been attempted, and great things had 
been effected. The attempt had been made, 
not in human strength, but in the power of 
the Lord; and forall that had been effected, 
thanks be to divine grace. ‘* Not unto us, 
not unto us, but unto thy name, O God, be 
all the glory.” That part of the report re- 
lating to the number of cunyerts in the West 
Indies, had been peculiarly interesting, 
From thence the Society was constantly re- 
ceiving the most refreshing intelligence : 
but that pleasure was not unmingled with 
pain. Dark spots were presenting them- 
selves in that horizon. He referred to the 
enactment of the slave law, with all its most 
cruel and oppressive clauses. A law, the 
re-enactment of which entailed disgrace 
apon its authors, which no human language 
could sufficiently describe. The friends of 
the Society were deeply indebted to the 
Committee for the efforts they had made, 
and their urgent applications to the British 
government upon the subject. He trusted 
those applications would not be. made in 
vain. He sincerely hoped that strong argu- 
ments would not be necessary to convince 
the liberal government of this country, that 
it was their duty to prevent the success of 
the foul and disgraceful efforts which were 
now being made by the Colonial government 
to suspend exertions that had already been 
so beneficial. But when his Christian 
friends received such painful intelligence as 
that to which he was now adverting, he en- 
treated them to reflect upon the nature of 
the system from which it emanated—a sys- 
tem of slavery, of which this was one of the 
genuine fruits, But if a regard to justice 
and humanity did not abate the evil,. and it 
were necessary to take decided steps on be- 
half of their brethren in the West Indies, 
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and to defend them from the evil with which 
they were threatened, he trasted that those 
steps would be taken most heartily and uni- 
versally, He trusted measures would be 
taken, not by the Baptist denomination only, 
but by Dissenters generally, If they felt 
any real love to missionary efforts, they 
could not but be alarmed at the evils to 
which he had alluded. He trusted that pe- 
titions so numerously and respectably signed 
would be presented to government upon the 
subject, that it would be impossible for 
them to resist the appeals. If sach an 
effort as that were compelled to be made, 
he trusted it would tend to keep alive a 
feeling in every mind relative to the evil of 
slavery itself, Hundreds of thousands of 
their fellow- creatures were still in the chains 
of slavery ; not in Britain certainly, bat Bri- 
tish territories ; and why should that which 
would he considered an intolerable evil at 
their own doors, be viewed as less abomi- 
nable because it was at a distance ; or why 
should it be viewed with less abhorrence 
because it was far off? In conclusion, he 
would merely remark, that the report was 
so encouraging that he would not dwell apon 
that view of it. Hecould not but feel that 
the Christian world had in some measure 
been awakened, though certainly not to the 
degree to which it ought. Let them take 
shame and humiliation to themselves on that 
account. Let every follower of the Lamb 
constantly cherish the feeling, that next to 
seeking their own salvation, they were bound 
by the most sacred ties to seek the salva- 
tion of others, They were all deficient in 
that point. Let them feel for those who, 
though they were at a great distance from 
them, had reason to say, ‘No man hath 
eared for our souls.” The souls of ido- 
laters were as capable of receiving the trath 
in its purity, and the spirit of God in his 
influence, as they were themselves. Let 
amissionaries, then, go forward. Great were 
the obstacles to be overcome, yet great 
were the means to be employed, and fine 
were the materials upon which they were to 
operate. Britain was once an idolatrous 
Tand, and the elevation which it had now 
attained as a Christian nation, was entirely 
owing to the force of that truth, the power 
of that grace, and the efficacy of that blood, 
which it was the main object of this So- 
ciety to proclaim to the perishing heathen, 

The Rev. John Birt (of Manchester), 
who seconded the resolution, commenced 
his observations in so low a tone that we 
were usable to catch their precise import ; 
but we understood him to say, that it was 
not now necessary to bring forward those 
arguments in favour of Missionary exertion, 
which the advocates of that measure were 
compelled to do at the commencement of their 
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operations. Objections had ceased to be 
urged, which was a clear proof of the ex~ 
tent to which the cause of Missions had 
prevailed. Who would now venture to op- 
pose the principles of Missionary labour? 
Indeed, little only could be said against the 
manner in which Missions were conducted, 
There was no one who would take upon him 
to declare that it was impossible to convert 
the Hindoos, and the objections that had 
been made by a celebrated pericdical, were 
completely set at rest by the powerful argu- 
ments, and effective statements of the great 
Missionary apologist, who addressed that 
assembly at the last Anniversary, but who 
was now gone to his reward, (the late Re- 
verend William Orme). He was not afraid of 
any objections that could be made against the 
missionary enterprise, though one ofa seri- 
ous nature had Jately been brought against 
the London Missionary Society, and which 
no doubt would be seriously met (if it were 
so desired) by the representative of that 
Society whom he then saw on the platferm. 
It was the following :—that the London 
Missionary Society, in the South Sea Is- 
lands, neglected’ to perpetuate the practice 
of hurling the spear. Before the introdac- 
tion of Christianity into those islands, the 
practice was very general ; and it was now 
urged as an objection against the Society, 
that they neglected to cultivate it. With 
respect to the report, he would say that had 
it been of a different character to that which 
it possessed, still it would ‘be their duty to 
print it. Had it contained painful intelli- 
gence, it would have been as much their 
duty to circulate it as though if, had cons 
tained favourable information. There was 
not a single circumstance tharrated in the 
report that was not fraught with encourage 
ment. He did not know whether upon the 
whole those things which bore a dark as+ 
pect, were not more encouraging than those 
of a more cheering description. It was 
very delightfal to hear such’ intelligence 
from the East Indies—to find that the work 
of translation was not merely going on, bat 
improving. It was pleasing to know that 
the numbers added to the churches were, 
comparatively speaking, so considerable, 
that the characters of the natives who had 
embraced Christianity stood so high, and 
that their graces were connected with such 
gifts as to afford encouraging prospects of 
future usefulness. He believed it accorded 
witb the experience of all ages, that though 
the Gospel was introduced to a country hy 
foreigners, yet that country must be evan- 
gelised by native teachers. A delightful 
anticipation of that kind was furnished to 
their minds, when they beheld the comma-= 
nications of Divine grace, accompanied with 
eminent’ spiritual gifts, imparted to the hea» 
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then, and thus preparing them for preaching 
the Gospel. One of the greatest hindrances, 
no doubt, to the general diffusion of the 
Gospel among the Hindoos, and which might 
be considered as an almost impregnable 
bulwark of their superstition, was the cruel 
practice (but now happily abolished) of 
burning living widows with the dead vorpses 
of their hasbands. ‘There was, however, 
something momentarily painful te the mind, 
in contemplating the abolition of that rite. 
When they saw that the present liberal and 
enlightened governor, by one breath of ‘his 
lips, and one stroke of his pen, for ever 
abolished suttees, who was there but must 
regret that such a measure had not. been 
adopted twenty, thirty, or forty years ago? 
He would not, however, dwell upon any 
thing painful in the retrospect, but rather 
call upon the meeting to thank God for 
what had now taken plaee. There was one 
important consideration in connexion with 
this subject, that could not fail to suggest 
liself to their minds. It would be abso- 
lutely impossible, henceforward, to say that 
other rites, almost equally objectionable, 
were so identified with the mythology of the 
natives that they could not be abolished 
without exciting rebellion, The change that 
had thus taken place had excited the grati- 
tude of the natives, and thus afforded a 
pledge that other measures might be taken 
with the same safety as it regarded the po- 
litical tranquillity of the country. If that 
were the case, it could not be denied that it 
was the duty of the British government to 
suppress all the other rites, without any fear 
of undermining the peace of the country. 
Such a plan would have the most beneficial 
effect upon the minds of the natives. When 
they saw a European government profess- 
ing Christianity, acting as the patrons of 
Christian kindness, and not supporting su- 
perstition by laying a pecuniary tax upon 
its cruel rites, they must inevitably receive 
a powerful impression in favour of Christi- 
anity itself. The bright prospect of a glo- 
rious day had thus dawned upon the world, 
it had made some delightful progress, and 
he called upon his Christian friends to re- 
joice in the assurance that the true light 
should, in God’s own time, illuminate the 
whole of the present dark and degraded 
parts of the habitable globe. They loaked 
to the eastern part of the world with some 
peculiar feelings, because the greatest ob- 
stacles existed there to the propagation of 
Christianity ; but even those should give 
way when the great Zerubbabel should make 
bare his holy arm. From the West Indies 
they had received the usual delightful intel- 
ligence. The total additions to the churches 
during a period of twenty-one months, 
amounted to 2,500, He knew not the pre- 
cise number of Baptists in London, but he 
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thought that amount bore some considerable. 
proportion to the Baptists in communion with, 
the churches in this metropolis. He was: 
far from adducing that circumstance as a re- 
flection on the Baptist churches in London, 
he merely adverted to it in order that they 
might form some idea ef what was doing in 
the West Indies ; and he was sure, that if it 
led his friends present to greater zeal, to 
more constant activity, and more fervent 
prayer, the remark would be productive of 
no injurious results. With respect to the 
persecutions taking place in the West Indies, 
he was almost ready to say, that he rejoiced 
in them, He was persuaded they would ac- 
celerate the annihilation of slavery. Its ad- 
vocates had succeeded in throwing a mantle 
over it, and thereby concealing a consider- 
able degree of its real deformity. These 
persecutions tended to shew that the system 
of slavery was injarious to the characters of 
the masters, as it was destructive of the 
happiness and comfort of the slaves them- 
selves. A slave proprietor was exposed to 
the influence of the worst passions, passions 
which .darkened the understanding, and 
hardened and debased the heart, If they 
saw slavery in rags and chains, they saw to 
what slavery reduced a man; but if it were 
found under a hat like an umbrella, to keep 
the wearer from the sun, if it were found, 
under a fine light garment, calculated to pre- 
serve the wearer from the effect of the cli- 
mate, if it were found in a man who was 
waited upon by a number of abject crea- 
tures, who were his fellows by nature, and 
who had equal rights with himself, and 
over whom he had no just claim, should it 
be thought less disagreeable, less injurious, 
less abominable? No, certainly not. For the 
sake of the slave-owners, as well as the 
slaves themselves, every heart and every 
hand should be united against the disgrace- 
ful practice, Let them not fear that the 
presumption and the odious resistance of 
those men who sought to re-enact the slave 
law, would prevail with the enlightened Bri- 
tish government. It was only due to the 
government of this country to say, that upon 
all occasions they had always listened fa- 
vourably to every application made to them 
on that subject, and had ever shewn a dis- 
position to resist, and to suppress all at- 
tempts at persecution; and there was no 
reason to fear it would not be so now. He 
was convinced that the opposition now made 
by certain persons in the West Indies, would 
issue io their own injury, and be productive 
of their own ruin. They could not injure 
the missionary cause. He felt a confidence, 
that would ere Jong be verified, that the only 
cause they were injuring, was that with 
which they had identified themselves, the 
cause of slavery ; that their efforts would he 
instrumental, not only in promoting the mis- 
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sionary cause which was the spiritual free- 
dom of the negroes, but also that which was 
the object of their dread, the civil freedom 
of the slaves, the opening of their dungeons, 
and the breaking of their chains. The Rev. 
Gentleman concluded by an affecting allu- 
sion to the death of the late Rev. W. Orme, 
and from that unexpected event urged his 
friends to renewed diligence in the promo- 
tion of missionary operations, particularly in 
their own denomination. 

The Rev. J. Brown, (of Edinburgh) rose, 
amid great applause, to support the resolu- 
tion. To prevent any thing like disappoint- 
ment, he must begin by saying, that he did 
not mean to make a speech. Many of his 
friends knew that he had a perfect horror of 
making speechs at a public meeting. He 
had reason to thank his Master, that he had 
not the same great disinclination to proclaim 
his Gospel, or he knew not how he could 
proceed in the discharge of his sacred func- 
tions. He had had the honour of preaching 
for the Society on the previous day, though 
that was not the first, and, if his life were 
prolonged, it should not be the last time. 
He had frequently preached for the Society 
in Scotland, and the pain he felt in making 
an appearance like the present, was only 
mitigated by the satisfaction he felt in pub- 
licly expressing the high esteem which he 
had long cherished for this Institution. He 
had long been persuaded that the Christian 
public in this country were under deep obli- 
gations to the Baptist Missionary Society, 
not only because they took the lead in the 
great and good work, but also on acconnt of 
the sober-minded Christian manner in which 
they had conducted their missionary opera- 
tions. He had been in the habit of admiring 
the motto of Dr, Carey—‘ Expect great 
things : attempt great things.” The Society 
had acted upon the motto, and they had at- 
tained great things. A more appropriate 
motto, for a Society, he apprehended could 
not easily be proposed. The two principal 
obstructions to missionary exertions were, 
pride and unbelief, Pride, they were apt 
to think that they had done a great deal. 
Unbelief, they were apt to think too little 
of what God had done, and gave him too little 
credit for what he had promised to do. But 
in reality they had not done much, when 
they compared what they had effected, either 
with what needed to be done, or what they 
ought to have done. Then, with regard to 
what God bad accomplished. He had done 
great things for them, for which they ought 
to be glad. And when they considered how 
much there was wanting, and how much 
there was wrong in the end, and the manner 
of their missionary exertions, the subject of 
wonder really was, that so large a portion of 
the divine blessing had rested on their la- 
bours, Let them trust in the Lord and do 
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good, Let them give God thanks and take 
courage. He had no doubt the Society 
would continue to be stedlast, immoyeable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
forasmuch as they knew that their jabour 
was not in vain inthe Lord. 

John Poynder, Esq. rose to move the se- 
cond resolution, As a layman, he was re- 
lieved from the necessity of saying much 
upon the subject, either of the duty or of 
the want of missionary exertions. Though 
not privileged to hear them, yet he had no 
doubt of the excellence of the sermons de- 
livered on the preceding day ; and as it re- 
garded the addresses delivered that morn- 
ing, he must say, after many years attend- 
ance upon public meetings, that they had 
come home to his heart and to his judgment, 
with unusual force and power. If that 
large assembly had needed encouragement 
to proceed in this important work, against 
every species of opposition or objection that 
could be raised, he thought they certainly 
must have found it, not only in the report, 
but in the addresses that followed it. With 
regard to the objections: to which Mr. Birt 
had alluded, though they were once heard, he 
rejoiced that they were now happily sub- 
dued. If they turned*their attention. to- 
wards the West Indies, what had been done 
there was in itself a suflicient argument for 
the support and continuance of this Society. 
For himself, he must confess that before he 
came to that meeting he was unacquainted 
with the particulars of what was going on 
there; nor did he know that such attempts 
were still making to enslave the minds of 
the inhabitants, He had already stated. to 
the meeting that he was a layman, but if he 
were called upon to preach a lay sermon, let 
his text be what it might, he should divide 
his discourse into three heads: the first was 
the need of making exertions for the sake of 
their perishing brethren; the second was 
the necessity of corresponding efforts on the 
part of those who called themselves Chris- 
tians ; and the third, the encouragement thus 
afforded to persons who engayedin them, when 
setting their feet on the rock against which 
the gates of hell could not prevail. Ina 
book that had been -published, relative to 
the want of Missionary Societies, he had 
met with a note, stating that more than half 
of Asia was involved in all the darkness of 
Paganism, or in that of the religion of the 
false prophet. It likewise appeared that 
there were 330 millions in China in the same 
state; and that almost all Africa, together 
with half the vast continent of America, 
was similarly situated. And in Christen- 
dom itself, what corruption prevailed! All 
this mischief mainly proceeded from the want 
of the Scriptures, and of Missionaries to in- 
struct the people in their meaning, Taking 
the whole population of the world at 800 or 
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900 millions, and dividing this into thirty 
parts, the calculation:was, that nineteen of 
these parts were Pagans, six Mahometans 
and Jews, and only five nominal Christians. 
In presenting this statement to the mecting, 
he was presenting them with a most afllicting 
and appalling fact. He need add nothing 
more, to shew that it was the duty of every 
Christian to support a Society, the object of 
which was to lessen thé amount of this enor- 
mous evil. Surely they were commanded 
to convert the heathen ; surely they were 
commanded to go and teach all nations, and 
to’ preach the Gospel to all the world. With 
respect to the encouragement which they had 
received, he would take the liberty tu say a 
few words about himself, though only.so far 
as it gave him an opportunity to do hononr 
to God, and so far as it affected the utility 
of the British Missionary Society. He was 
old enough to recollect, as an old member of 
the Charch Missionary Society, when they 
met—a littie committee—in the back parlour 
of Mr. Goode’s, at St..Ann’s, Blackfriars, 
Then, indeed, their prospects were comfort- 
less enough ; so much so, that at one time 
it was a question whether the whole thing 
should not be abandoned. They, however, 
pursued it; and the drop of water had, by 
the help of God; become as it were an ocean ; 
and before any efforts were made for the 
extermination of that abominable practice 
to which allusion had been made that day, 
there were the prayers of the Baptist Mis- 
sionary Seciety offered up in the back par- 
lour at Fen-court ; and he said that. God 
lad heard those prayers. Let no man pre- 
tend to settle the credit of this change in 
India, without remembering what had been 
published by the missionaries at Serampore ; 
let them look at the labours of those men, if 
they wanted to give the praise where it was 
due. For himself, he, could not help re- 
gretting that the attempt had not been made 
thirty years back; for he believed, that 
even then, the claim would have been felt 
so sfrong, that it must have succeeded. 

Now, however, there was this addition— 
that information bad since been diffused, 

and the light that had been caused by the 
translation of God’s word, had put India 
into such a situation, that, at all events, it 
was now ripe and ready for the work, so 
that the preparation of the ground was now 
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so.complete, that it was next to impossible 
that-it could fail. But it was said, in the 
newspapers,, that the king, was..to be peti- 
tioned against the measure. He wished to 
have no better appellant than: his beloved 
sovereign, for he was convinced that, with 
his sanction, the alteration would be carried 
into its.fullest effect. Then let them peti- 
tion, as ugh .as they pleased ; let who will 
get itup. He would not,ask who. or whe- 
ther it was an European, for he had no des, 


sire to, expose him :, the degradation attend— 


ant on such a step was. exposure enough, 
With respect to the West Indies, it had 
moved his beart to, learn, that.,their fellow 
Christians: there ‘had been subject toinsult 
and injury;perhaps even to,death. Bat the 
work ,was.God’s,. and,let) them, therefore. 
mect.it with prayer; let them ask.of God, 
that these persecuted men might be enabled 
to meet such treatment with their true, con- 
sistent, and martyr-like conduct; and then 
they might hope that some Exsther—some 
Mordecai might be raised up, to help those 
afflicted ones. With reference to the East 
India Company’s charter, which was shortly 
to be renewed, he hoped that every Chris- 
tian would be much alive to the question of 
that charter; and they were bound to re-, 
member, that much might be done by prayer 
and exertion. He trusted also, that the 
terms of that charter would be so expressed 
aud modified, that they might not be able to 
depart from the letter of it hereafter; and 
he said this, because he was sure that, by 
the eyes of the Christian public being di- 


rected)to this subject, the best means would — 


be secared of interesting the nation at large, 
It had. been said to-day, that the burning of 
Hindoo. widows was contrary to the feelings 
of the women themselves, and doubtless this 
was the case; and it proved that they. had 
human’nature’as well as the Gospel on their 
side, All these things, then, appeared ta 
him to afford strong matter of encourage- 
ment ; and he trusted that the public. ‘would 
shew ‘the same feeling by the liberality of 
their subscriptions. It was a constant an- 
nual. pecuniary support that . the Society 
wanted, and when that was once established, 
there could be no doubt that it would be 
enabled to pursue its exertions with reno- 
vated vigour. ; 
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